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APPLETON ROEBUCK AND ACASTER SELBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk.
Clerk to the Council: Mr Jake Harrison, Parish Rooms, Daw Lane,
Appleton Roebuck, YO23 7BL
E-mail: clerk@appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk
Telephone: 01904 744359
Minutes of the proceedings of the Appleton Roebuck and Acaster Selby Parish Council meeting held in the Parish Rooms at 7.30p.m. on Wednesday 3rd June 2026
PRESENT:

Cllr. Costello, Cllr. Shirt, Cllr. Gargan, Cllr. Mills, Cllr. Little and the Clerk.

Public: 2

In the absence of both the Chairman and Vice Chairman, Cllr. Costello was elected to Chair the meeting.

01	To receive apologies for absence.
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Robertshaw, Cllr. Flint and Cllr. Smith.
02	To receive declarations of interest.
There were no declarations of interest.
03	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 3rd June 2026 as a true and accurate record.
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 3rd June 2026 were confirmed as a true and accurate record.
04	To consider matters arising from the above minutes.
There were no matters arising.
05	FINANCE MATTERS:
1) To approve following payments:
a) Simply Cleaning 			£336
b) Moorland Garden Services 	£660
c) O’Connor Plumbing & Heating	£240
The above payments were approved for payment.
2) To advise Councilors that the budget will be set at the September meeting.
The Clerk advised that the Parish Council's budget for the forthcoming financial year would be considered at the September meeting.
The Clerk also advised that the tender process for the village grass cutting contract for the following year would be discussed as part of the budget-setting process.
.
06	To receive updates on outstanding actions from previous meetings not covered elsewhere on the agenda.	
There were no updates on outstanding actions. 
07	PLANNING; to consider planning decision notification(s).
	a) ZG2026/0341/TCA
	PROPOSAL: Application for consent to crown lift 1No Cherry tree to approximately 4m in the conservation area
	LOCATION: 2 Croft View Cottages, Main Street, Appleton Roebuck
	DECISION: PERMITTED
	The decision was noted.
08	PLANNING; to consider planning application consultation notification(s).
	a) ZG2026/0490/HPA
PROPOSAL: Demolition of garage, re-building of existing workshop on existing footprint and alterations to garage for form garden room
LOCATION: Sunbeam Cottage, Main Street, Appleton Roebuck
The Parish Council considered the application and raised no objection. 
b) ZG2026/0502/LBC
PROPOSAL: Listed building consent for proposed roof form alterations and internal reinstatement of historic northeast staircase
LOCATION: Nun Appleton Hall, Nun Appleton, Appleton Roebuck
The Parish Council considered the application and raised no objection. 
c) ZG2026/0512/S73
PROPOSAL: Section 73 application to vary condition 01 (plans) of approval 2022/0180/S73 Section 73 application to vary condition 02 (plans) of approval 2016/0089/FUL Works to reintroduce a cupola and viewing platform to roof, repairs to exterior elevations, alterations to the basement, ground, first and second floors including sensitive refurbishment in addition to demolition of some areas of 20th, 19th and 18th century fabric, and other associated works
LOCATION: Nun Appleton Hall, Nun Appleton, Appleton Roebuck
The Parish Council considered the application and raised no objection.
09	To consider a recommendation from Ashton’s regarding an increase to the Parish Cottage rent – JR 
	The Clerk presented the property inspection report recently received from Ashton's. Members noted that the property was generally in good condition, with only a minor issue identified within the kitchen.
Cllr. Mills commented that the intention of the Parish Cottage had always been to provide a stepping stone for tenants. Cllr. Shirt noted that the current tenant had looked after the property well and felt this should be taken into consideration.
Cllr. Little advised that another two-bedroom cottage within the village was currently being advertised at a higher rental value than the Parish Cottage. Cllr. Costello commented that this may be influenced by the property's use in connection with weddings.
Cllr. Mills suggested that, rather than implementing the full recommended increase, consideration should be given to applying approximately half of the proposed uplift. Cllr. Shirt also noted that Ashton's management fee would increase in line with any increase in rent.
Cllr. Gargan expressed concern that, whilst the proposed increase may appear modest to the Parish Council, it could place additional financial pressure on the tenant.
Following discussion, Members voted on Ashton's recommendation. Four Members voted in favour of implementing the recommended rent increase, with Cllr. Shirt voting against. The motion was therefore carried and the rent will be increased in line with Ashton’s recommendation.
10	To consider an update on traffic safety in the Parish – MS
	In the absence of Cllr. Smith, the Clerk read an update on the progress of the village traffic safety initiatives.
Members were advised that North Yorkshire Highways had confirmed that the proposed 20mph zone had progressed to the legal stage, with legal instructions having been issued on 14th May 2026. Whilst no definitive timescale had been provided, Highways were hopeful that the Traffic Regulation Order would be advertised before the end of July.
The update also covered the proposed installation of Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS). Quotations obtained from North Yorkshire Highways indicated that installation posts would cost approximately £600 each, with the signs themselves quoted by Swarco at a minimum cost of £5,703 including VAT and any necessary ancillary equipment.
North Yorkshire Highways had advised that installation should be delayed until the new speed limit had been implemented, as the final locations would need to be agreed on site. Whilst it would be possible to install the signs beforehand and relocate and reprogramme them following implementation of the 20mph zone, this would incur additional abortive costs. Members also noted that previous traffic surveys had not identified excessive vehicle speeds through the village, with the proposed 20mph scheme intended primarily to improve perceived road safety rather than significantly reduce vehicle speeds.
Cllr. Costello advised that he had obtained quotations from three commercial suppliers, each in the region of £3,000 per sign. He noted that these units could be mounted on existing posts and programmed by the Parish Council. However, he questioned whether the quotations received through North Yorkshire Highways represented good value for money, whilst acknowledging that the Highway Authority would not permit Parish Councils to install such equipment on the public highway themselves.
Cllr. Gargan queried whether it might be possible for the Parish Council to purchase the signs independently, with North Yorkshire Highways supplying or installing the posts. Members considered this option, although it was thought unlikely.
Cllr. Mills suggested approaching North Yorkshire Highways to establish whether they would be willing to install signs purchased directly by the Parish Council. Members agreed that this approach should be pursued.
11	To consider village aesthetics – TC
	Cllr. Costello provided an update on behalf of the Chairman. Members were advised that North Yorkshire Highways had confirmed that the proposed "Single Track Road" signs for Daw Lane were expected to be installed during July. It was also reported that the flood depth gauge for Acaster Selby had now entered production and an installation date was awaited.
The Clerk then presented an update on behalf of Cllr. Smith regarding the proposed installation of kerbing to protect the Village Green. Members were advised that North Yorkshire Highways would not undertake the works, however it would be possible for the Parish Council to commission the work privately. A quotation had been requested for Members' consideration.
The Clerk also presented the kerbing proposal received from Cllr. Smith. Following discussion, Members felt that a shorter section of kerbing would be more appropriate than originally proposed. Cllr. Mills agreed to obtain quotations from a local contractor based on approximately 50 metres of kerbing, extending either side of the affected area.
Cllr. Little noted that a bench previously located on the Village Green had been removed and queried whether it would be replaced. Cllr. Costello advised that the bench had been removed after becoming damaged. Members agreed that a replacement bench should be purchased using Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding.
Cllr. Costello advised that the Chairman had received correspondence from the school requesting a financial contribution towards repainting the railings outside the school. Cllr. Gargan queried ownership of the railings, with Members believing them to be the responsibility of the school. Members agreed that the Parish Council should not contribute towards the works as this could establish an undesirable precedent. It was therefore agreed that the Chairman would respond advising that the Parish Council would not be making a financial contribution.
Cllr. Costello and Cllr. Mills also raised concerns regarding the general appearance of the village, particularly the need for weed spraying and the clearance of highway gullies. Cllr. Mills identified specific issues outside the school and at Fleet Beck near the caravan park. The Clerk agreed to raise these matters with North Yorkshire Highways.
12	To consider Burial Ground Maintenance – TC
	Cllr. Costello requested an update on the quotations for mole control within the Burial Ground. Members noted that mole activity had reduced in recent weeks and agreed that no further action was required at this stage unless the issue reoccurred.
Cllr. Shirt raised concerns regarding a hedge which she believed to be the responsibility of the Parish Council. Cllr. Costello referred to the current grounds maintenance contract, which indicated that only one side of the hedge was included within the existing specification.
Cllr. Mills suggested obtaining a quotation from Moorland Garden Services for cutting the full length of the hedge once per season. Members also requested that a quotation be obtained for clearing the churchyard, including all pathways.
The Clerk agreed to obtain both quotations from Moorland Garden Services for consideration at a future meeting.
Cllr. Little enquired when the tender process for the village grass cutting contract would commence. The Clerk advised that the specification would be discussed at the September meeting, with the tender to be issued in October and a contract award expected in November in preparation for the following maintenance season.
13	To consider an update on the proposed new play area in Appleton Roebuck – MS
	In the absence of Cllr. Smith, the Clerk advised that there was no further update regarding the proposed play area.
Cllr. Mills advised that he had received comments from two residents, one of whom had noted that three new councillors had joined the Parish Council since the original proposal was considered. Cllr. Mills commented that he felt a clear timescale should now be established for progressing the project.
Cllr. Gargan noted that the matter had been discussed at the previous meeting, where Members had agreed to continue exploring the proposal. Cllr. Costello agreed, whilst acknowledging the need to establish a reasonable timeframe.
A parishioner asked who was currently liaising with the church regarding the proposal. Cllr. Costello confirmed that discussions were being led by Cllr. Smith.
Members agreed that, should no further correspondence be received from the Diocese or church before the next meeting, an item would be included on the September agenda to review the current position of the proposed play area, consider the progress made to date and determine the next steps for the project.
14	To consider an update on correspondence with Yorkshire Water – TC
	Cllr. Costello advised that he had recently written to Yorkshire Water using a previous contact provided by the Clerk, however no response had yet been received.
Cllr. Costello further advised that he had been informed approximately two weeks earlier that the monitoring equipment at Malt Kiln Lane was not operating correctly and believed this remained the case.
Cllr. Mills commented that he had observed personnel at the site several weeks earlier. Cllr. Costello suggested that this may have been to undertake a manual flow reading due to the faulty monitoring equipment.
15	To consider a request to buy the two annual poppy wreaths on behalf of the community – JF
	The Clerk advised that the Parish Council traditionally purchased two poppy wreaths each year, at a cost of £22 each, for laying at the churches during the annual Remembrance commemorations.
Members agreed to continue this arrangement.
A parishioner commented that they felt the quality of the wreaths supplied by the Royal British Legion had declined in recent years.
16	To consider correspondence including late items
	Cllr. Costello referred Members to correspondence circulated by the Clerk after publication of the agenda regarding North Yorkshire Council's request for feedback on rural bus services.
Cllr. Gargan commented that the existing bus service remained an essential service for the village. Members agreed that the service should be retained, although Cllr. Gargan felt that a direct service to Tadcaster would be beneficial in addition to the existing York service.
A parishioner commented that the current bus service did not provide direct access to a number of local facilities and services, including Copmanthorpe, requiring passengers to make onward connections. Cllr. Costello also felt that the current timetable did not adequately meet the needs of those travelling to work, with services being too infrequent and not operating at the most useful times.
Members agreed that the Clerk should respond to the consultation requesting an improved level of service, including more frequent buses to York and a direct service to Tadcaster or Copmanthorpe to improve access to local services.
The Clerk advised that the Parish Council had received the sad news of the passing of Humphrey Smith. Members asked the Clerk to write to the Smith family on behalf of the Parish Council to express their condolences.
Cllr. Costello enquired whether there had been any further update regarding the financial position of the Pre-School following the support previously provided by the Parish Council. Cllr. Mills felt that a financial update should form part of the ongoing support arrangements. Members agreed that the Clerk should write to the Pre-School requesting an update on its financial position in advance of the September budget meeting.
The Clerk also shared a written update from a resident regarding the land adjacent to Ebor Park. Members noted that North Yorkshire Council Building Control had opened a case relating to the outbuildings and had classified the site as a dangerous structure. Building Control was expected to inspect the site and, if appropriate, issue a notice to the landowner regarding compliance with the Control of Asbestos Regulations 2012. Members also noted that the Health and Safety Executive had acknowledged the resident's concerns but did not intend to take any action at the present time. It was further reported that there had been no recent activity on the site and that it was understood the owner had lost interest in the land.
17	To receive and discuss parishioners’ comments
There were no parishioners' comments.
18	Date of next meeting: Wednesday 2nd September

	The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 2nd September 2026.

The meeting closed at 8.41 p.m.
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