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APPLETON ROEBUCK AND ACASTER SELBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk.
Clerk to the Council: Mr Jake Harrison, Parish Rooms, Daw Lane,
Appleton Roebuck, YO23 7BL
E-mail: clerk@appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk
Telephone: 01904 744359
Minutes of the proceedings of the Appleton Roebuck and Acaster Selby Parish Council meeting held in the Parish Rooms at 7.30p.m. on Wednesday 3rd June 2026
PRESENT:

Cllr. Robertshaw (Chairman), Cllr. Costello, Cllr. Shirt, Cllr. Flint, Cllr. Gargan, Cllr. Mills, Cllr. Smith, Cllr. Little and the Clerk.	

Public: 6

01	To receive apologies for absence.
	There were none.
02	To receive declarations of interest.
	There were none. 
03	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting and the Annual Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 6th May 2026 as a true and accurate record.
	The minutes were confirmed as a true and accurate record.
04	To consider matters arising from the above minutes.
	There were none.
05	FINANCE MATTERS:
1) To approve following payments:
a) Simply Cleaning 			£378
b) Moorland Garden Services 	£660
Cllr. Costello queried the fluctuation in landscaping costs. The Clerk advised that monthly costs vary depending on the tasks undertaken and the number of days worked during the month.
The Clerk further advised that the current landscaping contract will be put out to tender ahead of a new contract being awarded before March 2027. The Clerk agreed to circulate the current contract to Members following the meeting.
The above payments were approved for payment.
06	To receive updates on outstanding actions from previous meetings not covered elsewhere on the agenda.	
	Cllr. Costello asked the Chairman for an update following his meeting with the Headteacher at the school. The Chairman advised that concerns regarding the hedge and the railings had been raised and that the Headteacher had agreed to contact the Estates Department regarding the issues. However, the Chairman expressed doubt that these matters would be treated as a priority by the school.
Cllr. Costello queried ownership of the verge outside the school, citing potential health and safety concerns.
Cllr. Costello requested that the Clerk contact Area 7 of North Yorkshire Highways to arrange for road sweeping within the village. Members agreed and the Clerk undertook to make the request.
The Chairman advised that the floodwater depth gauges for Acaster Selby had now arrived at the depot and installation was awaiting scheduling by the contractor.
Cllr. Costello requested an update regarding the proposed “Single Track Road” signage. The Chairman advised that no update had been received and agreed to follow this up directly..
07	PLANNING; to consider planning decision notification(s).
	There were none.
08	PLANNING; to consider planning application consultation notification(s).
	a) ZG2026/0404/HPA
	PROPOSAL: Erection of single storey extension and new front porch
LOCATION: 6 West End Avenue, Appleton Roebuck, YO23 7DE
Cllr. Little advised that he had reviewed the application and had no concerns with the proposal. Cllr. Flint agreed and commented that she believed a similar structure may previously have existed on the site.
Cllr. Costello raised concerns regarding the visibility of the proposal from the conservation area, despite the property itself not being located within the conservation area. He further commented that a cedar finish may not be in keeping with the character of the surrounding area and suggested an alternative finish could be more appropriate.
Cllr. Gargan noted that similar finishes could be found elsewhere nearby and did not believe the Parish Council could reasonably object to the use of cedar cladding. He also noted that elements of the proposed works to the rear would likely fall under permitted development rights.
Following discussion, the Parish Council raised no objection to the application.
09	To consider a recommendation from Ashton’s regarding an increase to the Parish Cottage rent – JR 
	The Chairman advised that Ashton’s had recommended serving a Section 13 Notice to increase the rent of the Parish Cottage by 12.5%. Cllr. Smith queried how the proposed increase had been determined. The Chairman explained that Ashton’s had benchmarked the property against comparable rental values within the local area. Members noted that Ashton’s would also charge a fee for serving the notice. Cllr. Little suggested asking Ashton’s to waive this charge given that the Parish Council already pays a management fee.
Cllr. Gargan, Cllr. Flint and the Chairman all expressed concern that a 12.5% increase appeared excessive for a two-bedroom property. Cllr. Flint also highlighted that the property was likely to have a relatively low EPC rating. The Clerk confirmed that the cottage currently has an Energy Performance Certificate rating of E.
Cllr. Shirt commented that any significant increase in rent may lead to expectations from the tenant regarding improvements to the property. Cllr. Mills suggested that a decision should be deferred until further information was available rather than relying solely on market comparisons.
Following discussion, Members agreed that the Clerk should contact Ashton’s to request a report on the current internal condition of the property, including details and photographs of the kitchen, bathroom, heating system and general condition. The matter will be brought back to the July meeting for further consideration.
10	To consider an update on traffic safety in the Parish – MS
	Cllr. Smith advised that there was no further update regarding traffic safety matters. Cllr. Costello queried progress on the proposed signage and recent discussions with North Yorkshire Highways. He asked whether the Parish Council had requested the installation of additional signage.
Cllr. Smith advised that North Yorkshire Highways had indicated that the proposed signage would be installed following implementation of the 20mph zone. Cllr. Costello disagreed with this approach and felt the signage should be progressed sooner.
Cllr. Gargan sought clarification regarding the location of existing and proposed speed limit signs and the points at which the various speed zones would begin and end. He suggested that 30mph signs could potentially be installed initially and later amended once the 20mph scheme had been implemented. Cllr. Gargan proposed that this option be raised with Highways as a means of progressing the project.
Members agreed that Cllr. Smith should seek an updated quotation and further information from North Yorkshire Highways. Cllr. Costello also asked whether a record was being maintained of HGV movements through the village. Cllr. Gargan and Cllr. Little both provided examples of HGVs travelling through the village during school hours. Cllr. Costello suggested writing to Celkom to remind them of the agreed routing arrangements for their vehicles. Members agreed that the Clerk should write to the company accordingly.
11	To consider village aesthetics – TC
	Cllr. Flint raised concerns regarding rocks being left on the Village Green and ongoing mole activity, both of which were preventing Moorland Garden Services from carrying out maintenance effectively. It was noted that the rocks had to be removed by hand before grass cutting could take place.
The Chairman asked whether Cllr. Costello was aware of who had placed the rocks on the Green and, if so, whether he could request their removal. Cllr. Costello agreed to do so. Cllr. Gargan raised concerns regarding damage to verges on the Village Green and queried what options might be available to repair and protect the area. Cllr. Costello again questioned where responsibility for such works would lie.
Cllr. Gargan suggested that measures such as kerbing could be considered, although it was generally felt that any such works would likely fall within the remit of North Yorkshire Highways. He further suggested that any remaining Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding could potentially be used to investigate ways of mitigating future damage to the Green.
Cllr. Flint suggested that the Clerk seek advice through the Parish Council’s membership of the Yorkshire Local Councils Association regarding what options may be legally available to the Council. 
A parishioner raised concerns regarding the appearance of areas within Acaster Selby and questioned whether grass verge maintenance there could also be considered. The parishioner commented that many of the issues discussed by the Council appeared to relate primarily to Appleton Roebuck.
Cllr. Flint advised that matters affecting Acaster Selby could equally be considered where brought before the Parish Council. The parishioner referred to previous verge-cutting arrangements and suggested that grass verges in Acaster Selby could potentially be cut three times per year. Cllr. Mills saw no issue in considering the matter further. However, Cllr. Flint reminded Members that the areas currently maintained in Appleton Roebuck were not highway grass verges. She also noted that the landscaping contract would be re-tendered next year and that any additional requirements could potentially be incorporated into the future specification.
Cllr. Costello reminded Members that any increase in maintenance services would ultimately be funded through the Parish Council precept and therefore by local taxpayers. Cllr. Mills agreed that the Council should proceed carefully when considering additional maintenance responsibilities.
The discussion then turned to overgrown hedges and vegetation encroaching onto public areas. A parishioner noted that, in the past, reminder letters had occasionally been delivered to residents where hedges required cutting back. Cllr. Gargan felt that this could be a useful approach and suggested that a note from the Parish Council may encourage residents to undertake the necessary maintenance. Cllr. Mills agreed and suggested that a reminder could also be included within the Parish Magazine.
12	To consider Burial Ground Maintenance – TC
	Cllr. Costello expressed disappointment at the low turnout for the recent volunteer maintenance session at the Burial Ground, noting that only three volunteers had attended despite publicity and requests for assistance.
He advised that the amount of work required was becoming unsustainable for volunteers alone and suggested that a contractor may need to be engaged to undertake some of the maintenance works. Cllr. Costello also highlighted ongoing concerns regarding mole activity within the Burial Ground and commented that some residents may find the condition of the site unacceptable.
Cllr. Mills suggested approaching a local resident who may be willing to undertake the required works. Cllr. Little suggested introducing a pre-authorised spending limit to allow urgent maintenance works to be undertaken without delay. Cllr. Flint noted that the Chairman already held delegated spending authority up to a specified monthly amount and suggested that this mechanism could be utilised where appropriate.
Members agreed that the existing delegated authority should be used to facilitate necessary maintenance works at the Burial Ground. Cllr. Costello further highlighted the need for the paths to be cleared and for moss growth to be addressed. Cllr. Gargan commented that while there may be an initial cost associated with undertaking these works, ongoing maintenance requirements would likely be significantly lower thereafter.
A parishioner advised that there were methods available to remove moss without the use of chemicals and without causing damage to surrounding areas. The parishioner offered to forward details of the method to the Clerk for consideration.
13	To consider an update on the proposed new play area in Appleton Roebuck, and to determine whether the project should continue progressing in its current form and location- MS
	Cllr. Smith advised that there had been no significant update since the previous meeting, other than receipt of local crime information from the local PCSO. Cllr. Costello disagreed with the contents of the report, noting that an incident he had reported approximately two months earlier had not been included.
Cllr. Little asked whether any alternative locations for the play area had been identified. Cllr. Smith confirmed that no new sites had come forward. Cllr. Flint noted that a previous councillor had explored alternative locations over a number of years without success. Cllr. Mills queried the possibility of a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) being required to secure the land. Cllr. Smith advised that the Parish Council did not wish to pursue this route and would instead hope to reach an agreement with the Archdeacon and the Diocese of York.
Cllr. Gargan sought clarification regarding the extent of correspondence with the Diocese and what proposals had been made. Cllr. Smith advised that communication remained ongoing, although responses had become less frequent. He confirmed that two proposals had been submitted, one for the purchase of a smaller parcel of land and one for the acquisition of the entire site.
A parishioner representing the church, whilst making clear they had no involvement in the final decision, advised that the church was still awaiting a decision from the Glebe Land Officer and that the Parochial Church Council (PCC) had not reached a formal position. The parishioner stated that discussions within the PCC had generally been positive, although some concerns had been raised regarding the proximity of a play area to existing graves and the impact this may have on families with loved ones buried there.
Cllr. Mills reiterated his concerns regarding highway safety and the need for children to cross the road to access the site. Cllr. Smith responded that, based on discussions to date, North Yorkshire Highways had not raised objections to the location. Cllr. Mills commented that common sense should prevail and that he continued to struggle with the suitability of the site from a safety perspective.
Alternative locations were discussed, including land behind the Shoulder of Mutton. Cllr. Smith advised that this was no longer considered a viable option due to subsequent development in the area. Cllr. Flint reminded Members that a village consultation had previously been undertaken and that the majority of respondents had supported both the principle of a play area and the proposed location.
Cllr. Gargan questioned whether residents had been provided with sufficient information at the time of the consultation to make a fully informed decision. He expressed concerns regarding the practicality of the project, including acquisition costs, delivery, maintenance, insurance implications and long-term financial commitments. Cllr. Smith advised that the valuation figure previously discussed had originated from information provided by the Diocese.
Cllr. Gargan expanded upon his concerns, noting the uncertainty around any potential land acquisition, the possibility of significant purchase costs, ongoing maintenance liabilities, security requirements and future insurance increases. He stressed that highway safety remained the most significant concern, particularly in light of continuing issues with HGV traffic through the village.
A parishioner advised that whilst they had originally supported the proposal, they now had concerns regarding the safety of children using the site. They referred to regular agricultural traffic using Daw Lane and the blind bend in the vicinity, and also highlighted concerns previously raised during the meeting regarding large vehicles within the village. The parishioner further commented that decisions made by highway authorities may not always reflect the realities experienced by local residents.
The parishioner also expressed concern regarding the future of the current tenant of the land and suggested that the matter should be subject to a further public consultation once more detailed information was available.
Cllr. Smith advised that a further consultation had always been intended as part of the process, although he felt it was first necessary to establish whether the land was available for purchase. Cllr. Mills agreed with many of the points raised by the parishioner and suggested that parishioners should be brought together to discuss the matter openly before any final decision was reached.
A further parishioner queried the response rates from the original consultation and expressed concern that the reported percentages may only reflect returned questionnaires rather than the views of the village as a whole. Cllr. Little commented that additional information was required before any final decision could be made and noted that his own views had changed since the original consultation as more information had become available.
Before the vote was taken, Cllr. Mills asked for it to be formally recorded that he recognised and appreciated the considerable amount of work undertaken by Cllr. Smith in progressing the project to date.
Following discussion, Members voted on whether to continue progressing the project and to pursue further discussions to establish whether the land may be available for sale.
Those voting in favour were Cllr. Costello, Cllr. Robertshaw, Cllr. Flint, Cllr. Shirt and Cllr. Smith.
Those voting against were Cllr. Little, Cllr. Mills and Cllr. Gargan.
14	To consider the reopening of North Yorkshire Council’s Call for Sites consultation and any potential implications for Appleton Roebuck – JR
	The Chairman advised Members that North Yorkshire Council had reopened its Call for Sites process as part of the ongoing Local Plan process. The Chairman noted that, at present, the Hillcrest site in Appleton Roebuck appeared to have been submitted through the consultation process.
Cllr. Smith reminded Members that inclusion within the Call for Sites process does not mean a site will automatically be allocated for development and that there are several stages of assessment before any potential development could proceed.
15	To consider correspondence including late items.  
	Cllr. Costello expressed concern that the Yorkshire Water matter had again fallen off the agenda and requested that it be reinstated, particularly as the Parish Council was awaiting further information from its Member of Parliament.
Cllr. Costello suggested that a working group be established with neighbouring Parish Councils to monitor developments and maintain pressure regarding the ongoing issues. Cllr. Gargan supported this proposal. Cllr. Costello volunteered to take the lead in coordinating discussions with neighbouring Parish Councils and progressing the matter on behalf of the Council.
16	To receive and discuss parishioners’ comments.

A parishioner queried whether the conservation area map displayed within the Parish Rooms could be updated, noting that the current version appeared to be outdated. Cllr. Flint advised that the latest conservation area maps are available on the North Yorkshire Council website. 
	
17	Date of next meeting: Wednesday 1st July 2026
	
Meeting ended at 9.11pm
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