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APPLETON ROEBUCK AND ACASTER SELBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk.
Clerk to the Council: Mr Jake Harrison, Parish Rooms, Daw Lane,
Appleton Roebuck, YO23 7BL
E-mail: clerk@appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk
Telephone: 01904 744359
Minutes of the proceedings of the Appleton Roebuck and Acaster Selby Parish Council meeting held in the Parish Rooms at 7.30p.m. on Wednesday 6th May 2026
PRESENT:

Cllr. Robertshaw (Chairman), Cllr. Costello, Cllr. Shirt, Cllr. Flint, Cllr. Gargan, Cllr. Mills, Cllr. Smith, Cllr. Little and the Clerk.	

Public: 6

01	To receive apologies for absence.
	There were none.
02	To receive declarations of interest.
There were none. 
03	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 1st April 2026 as a true and accurate record.
The minutes were confirmed as a true and accurate record.
04	To consider matters arising from the above minutes.
There were none. 
05	FINANCE MATTERS:
1) To approve following payments:
a) Simply Cleaning						£378
b) YLCA Membership						£368
c) NY Landscapes (Parish Rooms Window Replacement)	£220
d) NY Council	(Parish Rooms 26/27 Waste Collection)	£353.18
e) NY Council	(AR Street Lighting Energy 25/26)		£916.69
f) Moorland Garden Services					£731.50
g) YPO (Parish Rooms Consumables)			£287.87
h) Jim Davis (Internal Audit)					£100
The above payments were approved for payment.
2) To receive an update on the final banking resolution from FY2526 – JH
The Clerk advised that the accounts were currently approximately £1,500 higher than the previous financial year, however noted that the reduction in the Parish Council precept would have an impact on this year’s accounts.
2a) Include CIL payments update.
The Clerk advised that two CIL payments had now been transferred across, leaving a remaining balance of £9,094 to be spent by April 2027.
3) To consider the Internal Audit/AGAR for signature ahead of submission – JH
The Internal Audit and AGAR documentation were considered, signed and approved ahead of submission.
06	To receive updates on outstanding actions from previous meetings not covered elsewhere on the agenda.	
	a) Response received from Yorkshire Water
	The Clerk advised that there had been no further update from Yorkshire Water. Members agreed that the matter should now be pursued through Sir Alec Shelbrooke MP.
	b) Response received from Northern Powergrid
	The Clerk advised that there had been no further update since the last correspondence received from Northern Powergrid.
Cllr. Costello commented that residents should also be encouraged to report issues directly to Northern Powergrid so concerns are being raised from multiple sources.
	c) Floodwater Gauge
	The Chairman advised that correspondence had been received confirming that plans are in place to install a floodwater gauge at Acaster Selby. Cllr. Flint also suggested that consideration should be given to additional gauges at Daw Lane and Broad Lane.
	d) Response from Johnson Massey Developments (Roebuck Barracks)
	The Chairman advised that the Clerk had received an update from the developers earlier that day. Johnson Massey Developments had confirmed their ambition to convert all 32 dwellings on the site.
Cllr. Costello raised concerns regarding the landscaping works, although the developers had stated these had been undertaken. Cllr. Little and Cllr. Flint both agreed that some landscaping work had taken place.
Cllr. Mills queried the sewage arrangements for the development, to which the Chairman responded that he believed the site to be self-sufficient. A parishioner residing at the development confirmed there was a soakaway system in place, with each property also having a septic tank and associated floodwater infrastructure.
Cllr. Mills questioned whether the number of dwellings proposed at this development could impact the number of houses proposed within the Hillcrest development. Cllr. Shirt queried where surface water would drain should the ditches and dykes become full, to which Cllr. Costello responded that it would likely end up on the road.
The Chairman thanked members and the parishioner for their comments and observations.
07	PLANNING; to consider planning decision notification(s).
	a) ZG2026/0181/HPA
Proposal: Single storey rear extension
Location: The Old Church House, Main Street, Appleton Roebuck
	Decision: Granted
	The above decision was noted. 
	b) ZG2025/1148/FUL
Proposal: Conversion of existing building to form two dwellings 
Location: Roebuck Barracks, Green Lane, Appleton Roebuck
Decision: Granted
The above decision was noted.
08	PLANNING; to consider planning application consultation notification(s).
	There were none.
09	To consider an update on traffic safety in the Parish – MS
	Cllr. Smith advised that Highways had commenced the legal process relating to the introduction of parking restrictions outside the church.
The Chairman advised that, following a meeting with Highways and Sir Alec Shelbrooke, a proposal had been suggested for restrictions during school times only and that Highways would now begin looking into this further.
Speaking on behalf of the church, a parishioner clarified that the church had not requested parking restrictions, but had instead been seeking flexibility and allowances during church services and events. It was also noted that the Diocese of York would ultimately be involved in any decisions relating to the church.
Cllr. Flint commented that access to the church can at times be difficult, particularly when vehicles are parked close to the gates, making it harder to transport equipment into the building.
Cllr. Mills stressed the importance of ensuring that any parking restrictions do not negatively impact those with limited mobility who may be unable to walk longer distances.
There was no further update regarding the proposed 20mph zone within the village. Cllr. Costello advised that a consultation had taken place approximately two to three months earlier and that, following responses received, he had been informed that the scheme was expected to proceed.
10	To consider an update on finances from the Pre-School – JR
	The Treasurer and Secretary of the Pre-School, attended the meeting and thanked the Parish Council for its continued support.
Members were advised that the Pre-School had recorded an £865 profit over the first eight months of the year, which would otherwise have resulted in a loss without the reduced room hire arrangement. The number of children attending had increased to 26.
It was noted that the Pre-School was currently facing increased costs associated with the rise in the National Minimum Wage, alongside additional staffing costs resulting from sickness and illness within the team.
The Chairman queried whether the outlook for September remained positive. It was advised that eight children were expected to leave, although a number of future places had not yet been confirmed.
A request was made for the Parish Council to consider extending the current 50% reduction on Parish Room hire charges into the current financial year, due to concerns regarding rising operating costs.
Cllr. Mills commented that the Parish Rooms are a community asset and that the Parish Council should seek to support local groups where possible. The Chairman proposed extending the 50% discount until the end of the summer term. Cllr. Costello queried how the Pre-School’s charges compared with similar settings locally. It was noted that fees had recently increased, although they were still believed to remain below the local average.
Members agreed to continue the 50% reduction in room hire charges until the end of the summer term, with the arrangement to be reviewed ahead of the next academic year.
11	To consider a request from the Tennis Club - JF 
	Cllr. Flint advised that the Tennis Club had requested the use of two to three tables for an upcoming plant sale being held in aid of charity.
Members agreed to allow the Tennis Club to borrow the tables for the event.	. 
12	To consider village aesthetics – TC
	Cllr. Costello expressed disappointment that no further work had been undertaken on the hedge following efforts previously made by himself and another parishioner, and felt that the area had now returned to its previous condition.
Cllr. Smith advised that a new Headteacher had recently started at the school and had reached out requesting a meeting with the Chairman and Cllr. Smith. The Chairman advised that the matter of the hedge would be raised at that meeting.
Cllr. Costello also requested that concerns regarding the rusty railings outside the school, located within the conservation area, be raised. He queried whether the school may be willing to contribute towards improvement works or support a volunteer-led initiative.
Members agreed that the Chairman should raise these matters with the school.
The Chairman also updated Members following a recent visit to the village attended by the Chairman, Sir Alec Shelbrooke, Gary Lumb of North Yorkshire Highways, Cllr. Costello and Cllr. Flint.
The Chairman advised that Gary Lumb had previously visited the area approximately two weeks earlier and that a number of issues raised had already been actioned, including pothole repairs and drainage works. Further investigations were also planned regarding subsidence issues on Daw Lane.
It was further noted that North Yorkshire Highways had suggested the installation of “Single Track Road” signage on Daw Lane in an effort to encourage more cautious driving along the route.
The Chairman commented that the visit had been worthwhile and expressed hope that all identified actions would continue to progress.
13	To consider an update on a new play area in Appleton Roebuck – MS
	Cllr. Smith advised that there was currently no significant update regarding the proposed play area. However, he had received correspondence earlier that evening from a village resident with experience in grant funding who had offered assistance with future funding applications.
There had been no further update from the Diocese of York at this stage.
Speaking on behalf of the church, a parishioner clarified that any decision relating to the sale of the paddock rested with the Diocese of York rather than the church itself. She also advised that there were currently no plans to extend the burial ground and believed that the Diocese would seek to achieve the best value from any future sale of the land. It was noted that housing development could potentially be considered.
Cllr. Smith and Cllr. Flint both expressed the view that housing development on the site may not be feasible due to floodplain constraints.
Cllr. Mills commented that an important decision would ultimately need to be made by the Parish Council. Cllr. Flint stated that the process had already begun and that the village consultation had demonstrated strong support for the proposal, adding that she was unsure whether the process could realistically be reversed.
Cllr. Gargan queried the level of support shown within the consultation. Cllr. Smith responded that 94% of respondents had supported a play area in principle, with 86% supporting the proposed location.
Cllr. Gargan questioned whether any future Compulsory Purchase Order process would need to be undertaken through North Yorkshire Council and whether all necessary requirements could be met. Cllr. Smith believed that the Parish Council could potentially lead the process itself. Cllr. Flint reiterated that the Diocese retained full control over any future decision regarding the land.
Concerns were also raised by Cllr. Gargan regarding highway safety, particularly due to HGV movements in the area and the lack of a safe crossing point. Cllr. Flint acknowledged that while no safe crossing currently existed, this did not mean improvements could not be achieved in the future. Cllr. Smith added that the pre-application advice received had not been refused on the basis of minimum safety standards.
Cllr. Gargan also raised concerns regarding funding and long-term costs associated with the project, and queried whether these implications had been outlined during the village consultation. Cllr. Smith responded that detailed costs had not been available at that early stage.
Cllr. Smith further advised that the Parish Council had been attempting to acquire land for a play area over a considerable period and believed that the consultation demonstrated a clear village mandate in support of progressing the proposal.
Cllr. Mills expressed support for the concerns raised by Cllr. Gargan, particularly in relation to traffic and safety considerations.
Cllr. Gargan referred to another local play area which had opened and subsequently closed shortly afterwards due to anti-social behaviour concerns. Cllr. Smith responded that the play area in question had since reopened.
Cllr. Smith advised that the land had previously been valued at approximately £6,000, although Cllr. Mills commented that he did not believe acquisition at that figure would now be realistic.
Members agreed that a formal vote regarding the proposed play area should be included on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.
14	To consider correspondence including late items.  
	The Chairman read correspondence received from a parishioner regarding the land adjacent to Ebor Park.
Cllr. Little raised concerns regarding works currently taking place at the site, particularly in light of the forthcoming bank holiday weekend.
15	To receive and discuss parishioners’ comments.

	There were none. 
16	Date of next meeting: Wednesday 3rd June 2026 – Meeting finished at 8.38pm.
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