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APPLETON ROEBUCK AND ACASTER SELBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk.
Clerk to the Council: Mr Jake Harrison, Parish Rooms, Daw Lane,
Appleton Roebuck, YO23 7BL
E-mail: clerk@appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk
Telephone: 01904 744359
Minutes of the proceedings of the Appleton Roebuck and Acaster Selby Parish Council meeting held in the Parish Rooms at 7.30p.m. on Wednesday 1st April 2026
PRESENT:

Cllr. Robertshaw (Chairman), Cllr. Costello, Cllr. Shirt, Cllr. Flint, Cllr. Gargan, Cllr. Mills, Cllr. Little and the Clerk.	

Public: 10

01	To receive apologies for absence.
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Smith.
02	To receive declarations of interest.
	Cllr Little declared an interest in item 7D.
03	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 4th March 2026 as a true and accurate record.
	The minutes were confirmed as a true and accurate record. 
04	To consider matters arising from the above minutes.
	There were none. 
05	To consider an update from The Chairman regarding declarations of interest. 
	The Chairman provided an update regarding declarations of interest and read out guidance to members. He explained that a declaration of interest arises where a councillor has any connection to an item, such as a personal involvement or association, and in most cases this does not prevent them from remaining in the room, participating in discussion, or voting unless the interest is considered significant. He further explained that a pecuniary interest arises where a matter could directly affect a councillor’s financial position, property, employment, or that of a close associate, and in such cases the councillor must declare the interest, leave the room, and take no part in the discussion or vote. The Chairman summarised that a declaration of interest relates to openness, whereas a pecuniary interest relates to avoiding personal financial gain or loss.
The Chairman noted that, given the size of the group, it was important to remind councillors of these requirements and encouraged members to familiarise themselves with the guidance available online and to approach him or other councillors if unsure. He advised that councillors should be mindful of when it is appropriate to leave the room, providing examples to illustrate this. Cllr Mills suggested that where there is uncertainty, the matter could be discussed at the time with the full council to reach a transparent decision.
06	FINANCE MATTERS:
1) To approve following payments:
a) Dan Wright 	Electrical			£392.11
b) Low Carbon Products Ltd.			£1210.98
c) Jake Harrison (Clerk)			£5.99
d) Simply Cleaning 				£336
The above payments were approved. 
07	To receive updates on outstanding actions from previous meetings not covered elsewhere on the agenda.	
	a) Correspondance with Yorkshire Water	
	The Clerk advised that a response had been received that day, however it did not address the matters previously raised. Cllr Costello expressed the view that the response appeared to be more of a general business reply and did not reference the requested survey. Cllr Mills commented that the response may have been prompted by the original letter sent by the Clerk and considered it positive that a reply had been received.
	b) To consider an update from Stewart Steele (Chairman of Bolton Percy, Colton and Steeton Parish Council) on sewage in the area. 
	Mr Steele advised that there was little new information to report but noted that it was positive to now have a named contact at Yorkshire Water. He explained that a previous working group between the two councils had lapsed and that contact within the organisation had been lost. Mr Steele provided examples of sewage-related issues experienced within his parish. Cllr Flint expressed sympathy and stated her belief that Yorkshire Water may not have full knowledge of infrastructure locations in the area and often rely on local knowledge when attending sites, adding that staff turnover may contribute to this. Mr Steele advised that three surveys had taken place in Colton to his knowledge, but that he had not seen the outcomes of any of them. Cllr Gargan suggested there may be merit in contacting Brian Greenwood again, as he had previously established a useful contact. Cllr Flint noted that there had been an expectation that knowledge would be shared if someone were to take a lead on the matter. Cllr Mills advised that he was aware of a contact at the Environment Agency, Nathan Coopland, who may be able to take action if pollution in the Fleet was reported, and confirmed he would be willing to pass on any information. Cllr Costello reported that, following discussions with the Environment Agency, no incidents had been recorded since 2016, which the Parish Council believed to be inaccurate. It was suggested that not all reports made to Yorkshire Water were being passed on to the Environment Agency. The Chairman thanked Mr Steele for his update.
	c) To consider an update from Sir Alec Shelbrooke MP on his correspondence with Yorkshire Water and the Environment Agency,
	The Clerk read out the response received from the office of Sir Alec Shelbrooke MP, advising that both Yorkshire Water and the Environment Agency had been chased following a lack of response to correspondence issued in February. It was reported that a telephone update had been received from Andy Swettenham of the Environment Agency. He advised that they are currently behind on correspondence and that the pumping station at Appleton Roebuck is a Yorkshire Water asset with an overflow which is not regulated by the Environment Agency. He confirmed that the last recorded pollution event was in 2016 and that, should another incident occur, the Environment Agency would be able to intervene. Members of the public were advised that incidents can be reported via the Environment Agency’s 24 hour helpline on 0800 80 70 60. It was further noted that the Environment Agency has written to Yorkshire Water and will provide a full response to Sir Alec Shelbrooke MP once a reply has been received.
	d) Burial ground maintenance
	Cllr Little provided an update on planned maintenance at the burial ground, advising that work to clear moss would be undertaken. It was proposed that this would take place on Saturday 9th May, with a start time of 10am, and that the activity would be publicised locally to encourage volunteers to assist with clearing, bagging, and removal of the moss.
It was resolved to hold a burial ground maintenance day on Saturday 9th May commencing at 10am, open to all those who wish to volunteer. 
08	PLANNING; to consider planning decision notification(s).
	a) ZG2025/1156/FUL
	Proposal: Change of use of land to a residential caravan park, to provide 8 permanent residential pitches, each consisting of 1 static home for human habitation, parking for 2 cars, garden, bin stores and cycle stores, together with the associated park infrastructure 
Location: Land Comprising 455714 442394, Broad Lane, Appleton Roebuck
Decision: Refused
The decision was noted. A parishioner commented that they were supportive of the refusal and believed this would come as a relief to residents of Ebor Park. However, it was suggested that, given the level of expenditure already incurred by the landowner, this may not be the end of the application. The parishioner advised that they had contacted the Council regarding the presence of asbestos within an outbuilding on the land and had enquired about the possibility of a temporary stop notice, as the landowner is still permitted to undertake clearance works. It was noted that the parishioner had also contacted Building Control at North Yorkshire Council, who had requested further details by email, which the parishioner confirmed they would provide. In response to a question from Cllr Costello as to whether this was a matter for Environmental Health, the parishioner advised they had been informed it falls under Building Control. The parishioner further noted that a boundary fence has yet to be replaced. Cllr Costello also queried the status of a Tree Preservation Order application relating to the Ebor Park boundary.
b) ZG2026/0044/HPA
Proposal: Re-placement window and doors
Location: The Old Coach House, Main Street, Appleton Roebuck
Decision: Granted
The above decision was noted.
09	PLANNING; to consider planning application consultation notification(s).
	a) ZG2026/0181/HPA
	PROPOSAL: Single Storey Rear Extension
LOCATION: The Old Church House, Main Street, Appleton Roebuck
The owner of the property was in attendance and advised that the proposal had previously been approved by the Parish Council a few years ago but that the permission had now lapsed, necessitating a fresh application. The applicant provided an overview of the proposal.
It was resolved that the Parish Council raised no objection to the application.
b) ZG2026/0243/FUL
PROPOSAL: Conversion of existing building to form a single dwelling and construction of garage block
LOCATION: Roebuck Barracks, Green Lane, Appleton Roebuck
c) ZG2025/1148/FUL – RECONSULTATION
PROPOSAL: Conversion of existing building to form two dwellings 
LOCATION: Roebuck Barracks Green Lane Appleton Roebuck
d) ZG2025/0800/FUL – RECONSULTATION
PROPOSAL: Conversion of existing buildings to form a single dwelling
LOCATION: Roebuck Barracks Green Lane Appleton Roebuck
Items b, c and d were considered together. Cllr Flint stated that all three applications should be considered collectively and, in line with previous comments, the Parish Council should object to the overall development. Cllr Costello referred to information suggesting the wider site may ultimately comprise up to 25 plots and questioned whether the current application related to what may be identified as plot 14. Concerns were raised regarding the shared bridleway and potential sewage capacity issues, which it was felt had not been adequately addressed. Cllr Flint referred to previous comments and a site visit undertaken by herself and Cllr Shirt, reiterating concerns that the development could progress towards maximising residential units within the site. Cllr Mills noted that the proposal may align with national planning policy objectives, although concerns were expressed that the extent of development could exceed what would be appropriate for the area. Cllr Flint stated her view that the proposals were outside of what would be considered acceptable within the site constraints. Cllr Costello added concerns that the development may be intended as a gated community on the edge of the village boundary. Cllr Mills suggested that rather than incremental amendments, a full masterplan or overall vision for the site should be provided, and that the developers could be invited to attend a council meeting.
A parishioner in attendance stated that, in their view, the development had already exceeded what was originally permitted, with additional houses and garages not included in the original application, and a hedge boundary having been introduced. It was further noted that, as part of pollution control requirements, buildings had been demolished that were not included within the approved plans, which gave cause for concern.
It was resolved that the Parish Council objects to applications b, c and d, reiterating previous comments made in relation to earlier applications for the site. It was further resolved that the Clerk write to Johnson Massey Developments inviting them to attend a future Parish Council meeting to discuss the proposals in full.
10	To consider a request from the PTA for financial assistance in organising a community event.
	Cllr Smith had previously informed Councillors that an approach from the PTA was expected, however no formal request letter had yet been received. The Clerk confirmed that no correspondence had been received to date. The Chairman advised that it was understood the PTA may be seeking funding in the region of £3,000 to £5,000 for a ticketed community event with a capacity of up to 499 people. It was noted that costs would include marquee hire and insurance, and concern was raised that the event may not be self-funding.
Cllr Costello expressed concern that the event would be school-led in nature and questioned whether it should be considered a wider community event, noting the limitations on attendance in relation to the size of the village population. Cllr Flint stated the importance of fairness in the use of public funds, noting that precept funding is raised from all residents but would not be accessible to all for this event. Cllr Mills expressed support for community engagement but felt that, given the anticipated costs, the PTA should undertake their own fundraising activities. It was agreed that further information was required regarding the specific funding request and intended use of funds before any decision could be made.
It was resolved to defer consideration of the request to a future meeting pending receipt of further information from the PTA.
Cllr Mills further raised concerns regarding the current condition of the school site, noting that scaffolding and other works had remained in place for a prolonged period.
11	To consider a request from a parishioner to engage with Northern Powergrid regarding power outages in the Parish. 
	A parishioner was in attendance and raised concerns regarding repeated power outages within the village, reported to occur approximately four to five times per year. It was suggested that this was having a significant impact on homes, schools and local businesses, and it was questioned whether there may be underlying infrastructure issues. The parishioner referenced works undertaken approximately ten years ago and queried whether these may be contributing to the ongoing issues, noting that surrounding villages did not appear to experience similar disruption. The parishioner advised that initial correspondence with Northern Powergrid had not yet received a substantive response and requested support from the Parish Council.
Cllr Mills advised that the village is supplied via two separate feeds and suggested that outages may be unavoidable at times, for example due to weather-related incidents such as fallen trees. Cllr Flint reported that the most recent outage had occurred on 13 March, with three further outages believed to have taken place in June and July of the previous year. The parishioner also raised concerns that further housing development could exacerbate existing issues. Cllr Costello noted that a number of residents work from home and are significantly impacted by power interruptions.
It was resolved that the Clerk write to Northern Powergrid raising the concerns of the Parish Council and copying in Sir Alec Shelbrooke MP.
12	To consider an update on traffic safety in the Parish. 	
a) The traffic incident with a HGV and a bus. 
	The Chairman advised that Cllr Smith had made the Parish Council aware of an incident on Airfield Road involving a bus and a HGV and had also raised concerns directly with North Yorkshire Council. It was noted that the incident was minor in nature, however concerns were expressed that it may be indicative of wider traffic safety issues in the area.
Cllr Costello suggested that the matter should also be raised with Sir Alec Shelbrooke MP, and the Chairman confirmed that this would be done. Cllr Costello also raised ongoing concerns regarding Daw Lane and queried whether restrictions on HGV traffic should be considered.
Cllr Flint advised that she believed recent sat nav updates already reflected the new speed limits. Cllr Costello reported that he had previously contacted Highways regarding the possibility of extending the 20mph zone within the village but did not anticipate this being supported. The Chairman referred to further incidents involving parked cars and collisions within the village. Cllr Smith sought clarification on the status of yellow lines outside the church, noting that there may be circumstances such as funerals where flexibility would be required. Cllr Costello disagreed, stating that parked vehicles already create safety risks and that yellow lines would not resolve speeding issues, giving examples of vehicle speeds when entering nearby villages such as Bishopthorpe. He suggested that vehicle activated signage may be a more appropriate solution.
Cllr Gargan expressed the view that yellow lines may help to reduce collision risk associated with parked vehicles, whilst acknowledging that speeding would remain a concern. It was noted that proposals for double yellow lines had not progressed following objections relating to funeral parking arrangements. Cllr Costello stated that he was not aware of any formal written objection from the church being received by the Council. He also reiterated his view that HGV traffic should be restricted through the village, with exceptions for deliveries and agricultural use.
A parishioner present supported these concerns, noting that while HGV exemptions can be applied to restrictions, they believed that double yellow lines on corners could inadvertently encourage HGV traffic through the village. Cllr Flint raised concerns regarding the visual impact of additional road markings and signage. The parishioner also highlighted the condition of grass verges and suggested this would worsen without appropriate traffic restrictions. Cllr Mills stated that double yellow lines were necessary, referencing the impact of agricultural traffic in the area. Cllr Gargan suggested that a combination of measures may be possible.
The Chairman advised that, based on correspondence with Highways, it was understood that further restrictions may not be permitted within the existing designated area without removal or amendment of current restrictions.
It was resolved that the Parish Council would continue to correspond with Highways regarding both traffic safety concerns and potential traffic management measures.
13	To consider village aesthetics.
	A parishioner supported the comments made previously regarding the condition of grass verges. The Chairman advised that Highways had been seen carrying out pothole repairs in the village the previous week. However, the Parish Council expressed the view that the standard of repairs was not satisfactory and that the areas repaired were likely to deteriorate again in a short period of time. Cllr Little suggested that these concerns should be highlighted during a visit by Sir Alec Shelbrooke MP.
Cllr Costello noted that gullies in the village had not yet been addressed and remained a concern. Cllr Mills requested an update on the status of village benches. The Clerk confirmed that the benches had been ordered and that a plan for installation and placement would be developed once they had been delivered.
14	To consider an update on a new play area in Appleton Roebuck.
	
There was no update available from the Chairman following earlier correspondence with Cllr Smith. Cllr Gargan advised that the current tenant of the land had recently renewed a two-year lease with the Church, which he felt could impact the suitability of the proposed location. He further expressed concern that, given the matters previously discussed, the current site may not be appropriate for a play area. He also raised concerns regarding expenditure incurred to date and the potential overall cost of delivering the project, stating that any proposal should be fully presented to parishioners before a final decision is made.
Cllr Flint noted that efforts to establish a play area had been ongoing for a number of years. Cllr Gargan reiterated that he did not consider the proposal to represent good value for money given the financial and safety risks, and questioned the suitability of the land given its current status. Cllr Flint and Cllr Gargan disagreed on aspects of the proposal. Cllr Mills requested clarification on funding, and the Chairman advised that equipment costs were estimated at approximately £50,000. Cllr Mills again questioned the source of funding. The Chairman also confirmed that a land valuation had been undertaken, although Cllr Mills and Cllr Gargan expressed scepticism that the Church would arrive at the same valuation.
A parishioner raised concern that the Parish Council may be becoming involved in matters between a landowner and tenant, particularly given the financial commitments already made in exploring the proposal and the two-year lease extension. Cllr Flint stated that formal clarification from the Church was required. Another parishioner suggested that consideration be given to approaching a nearby residential development to explore whether land or contributions could be made available. Concerns were also raised regarding pedestrian safety, particularly how children would safely access the proposed play area given the lack of footpaths and lighting and ongoing traffic concerns previously discussed. It was further suggested that the Parish Council may have difficulty demonstrating that adequate safety provisions could be met.
It was agreed that a formal vote on whether to proceed with the play area project would be deferred to the next meeting when Cllr Smith is present.
15	To consider correspondence including late items.  
	Cllr Gargan advised that he had received an approach from a resident regarding parking at Post Office Square and an issue where a delivery vehicle had been unable to access the area. He confirmed that he would seek further details from the resident concerned before bringing the matter back to Council.
16	To receive and discuss parishioners’ comments.

There were none
17	Date of next meeting:

Wednesday 6th May 2026

Meeting ended 8.56pm
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