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APPLETON ROEBUCK AND ACASTER SELBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk.
Clerk to the Council: Mr Jake Harrison, Parish Rooms, Daw Lane,
Appleton Roebuck, YO23 7BL
E-mail: clerk@appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk
Telephone: 01904 744359
Minutes of the proceedings of the Appleton Roebuck and Acaster Selby Parish Council meeting held in the Parish Rooms at 7.30pm. on Wednesday 4th March 2026
PRESENT:

Cllr. Robertshaw (Chairman), Cllr. Costello, Cllr. Shirt, Cllr. Flint, Cllr. Smith and the Clerk.	

Public: 12

01	To receive apologies for absence.
	There were none.
02	To receive declarations of interest.
	There were none. 
03	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 4th February 2026 as a true and accurate record.
	The minutes were confirmed as a true and accurate record.
04	To consider matters arising from the above minutes.
	There were none. 
05	To receive and consider applications from Charles Mills, John Little and Chris Gargan for co-option to the Parish Council
	The Chairman thanked Charles Mills, John Little and Chris Gargan for their applications, which had been circulated to and reviewed by members of the Council.
Following consideration, the Council resolved to co-opt all three applicants to the Parish Council. Each applicant signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office and was duly co-opted as a member of the Parish Council.
It was noted that Declarations of Interest would need to be completed and submitted prior to the next meeting.
The Chairman also reminded councillors to delete copies of the applications from their personal devices in accordance with data protection requirements.
The newly co-opted councillors then joined the meeting.
06	FINANCE MATTERS:
1) To approve following payments:
a) Simply Cleaning			£336
b) O’Connor Plumbing & Heating	£66
The above payments were approved. 
07	To receive updates on outstanding actions from previous meetings not covered elsewhere on the agenda.	
	a) Actions from Sir Alec Shelbrooke and Cllr Lee. 
	The Clerk confirmed that a response had been received from Sir Alec Shelbrooke MP, however no response had been received from Cllr Lee.
Cllr Costello stated that he had expected specific actions to arise from the previous meeting rather than the general update that had been received. Cllr Smith commented that the planning permission for Hillcrest would not be changed without a Judicial Review. Cllr Costello and Cllr Gargan questioned this, with Cllr Costello stating that the Parish Council should not simply accept the decision that had been made.
Cllr Smith advised that the estimated cost of pursuing a Judicial Review could be in the region of £20,000. Referring to the matter below, Cllr Flint suggested that the issue could be raised at the forthcoming meeting referenced in item (b).
Cllr Mills asked what the key discrepancy was in the planning decision. Cllr Costello responded that Appleton Roebuck had been identified as an “unsustainable village”, yet further housing development had still been approved. Cllr Costello also referred to a planning decision in Leicester which he believed supported the position of the village.
Cllr Smith clarified that the Leicester case had been determined by the Planning Inspectorate rather than a local planning authority such as North Yorkshire Council, and reiterated that challenging a planning decision locally would normally require a Judicial Review.
Cllr Little asked whether the Council had now exhausted its options. Cllr Smith responded that the six-week challenge period had passed.
Cllr Costello questioned the role of the local MP in such matters. Cllr Little asked what actions could be taken differently going forward. Cllr Smith commented that an individual resident could seek a Judicial Review in a private capacity rather than through the Parish Council.
Cllr Gargan suggested that financial constraints may be a limiting factor in pursuing legal action. Members discussed whether the matter could still be raised with the MP to determine what support or action might be available.
	b) Meeting with the above on Tuesday 7th April 2026 at 11.30am.
	The Chairman confirmed that a meeting had been arranged with Sir Alec Shelbrooke MP and representatives from North Yorkshire Council Highways. The meeting will take place in Acaster Selby at 11:30am on Tuesday 7 April 2026, with attendees walking through to Appleton Roebuck.
The Chairman advised that the planning issues discussed above, along with several other matters previously raised by the Parish Council, would be discussed during this meeting.
	c) Correspondance with Yorkshire Water
	Cllr Flint read out an update received by the Clerk from Charlotte Broderick at Yorkshire Water. The update advised that Yorkshire Water is currently investigating and modelling the sewer network in the area to determine the most appropriate long-term solution.
Yorkshire Water indicated that their investigations are presently focused on Bolton Percy Sewage Pumping Station, where potential works to the rising main and upgrades to the pumping station are being considered. These options remain subject to the outcome of ongoing modelling, internal review, and approval.
It was also noted that a high-level review is being undertaken at Tadcaster Sewage Treatment Works to ensure that “Full Flow to Treatment” capacity would not be impacted by any potential increase in flows to the site.
Yorkshire Water further advised that a colleague had an upcoming meeting with the Planning Team and would raise the issue of planned growth in the area as part of those discussions.
Members discussed the update at length. Cllr Gargan questioned whether any proposed solution would be capable of resolving the issues affecting Appleton Roebuck. Cllr Flint stated that previous modelling had been undertaken for Colton and Bolton Percy but that Appleton Roebuck had not been included.
Cllr Costello believed that surveys may have been undertaken previously but that the results had not been disclosed. He also noted that the pumping station had again been overwhelmed during heavy rainfall in February.
Cllr Smith suggested that Yorkshire Water may be indicating that resolving issues at Bolton Percy could potentially improve conditions in Appleton Roebuck, however Cllr Mills and Cllr Costello expressed doubt that this would resolve the problem locally.
Cllr Costello suggested establishing a working party or sub-committee to liaise with Yorkshire Water. Cllr Flint expressed concern that frequent changes in personnel within Yorkshire Water had previously made sustained engagement difficult.
Cllr Smith suggested that Yorkshire Water may be waiting for the proposed development of 32 dwellings to proceed, which could result in infrastructure improvements being funded by the developer. Members noted that Yorkshire Water had confirmed within the planning process that a sewer connection could be provided.
Cllr Mills asked whether evidence existed to demonstrate that polluted water had entered the Fleet, as this could strengthen the case for action. Cllr Flint noted that previous testing following a flooding incident had been inconclusive due to heavy rainfall diluting the samples.
Cllr Mills suggested that the issue should be raised with the local MP to help progress the matter. A parishioner present at the meeting commented that previous discussions with Yorkshire Water had shown that progress could be made through a structured and evidence-based approach, particularly if supported by the Parish Council and the MP.
Following discussion, members agreed that the matter required further action. It was resolved that councillors would compile key points and supporting evidence ahead of the forthcoming meeting with Sir Alec Shelbrooke MP. It was further resolved that the Clerk would respond to Yorkshire Water requesting copies of any survey results or findings relating to Appleton Roebuck, citing the Freedom of Information Act where appropriate. Members also agreed that contact details should be sought for the relevant Yorkshire Water representative responsible for network upgrades in the area so that further correspondence could be directed appropriately.
08	PLANNING; to consider planning decision notification(s).
	a) ZG2025/1235/HPA
	Proposal: Alteration works to existing detached dwelling, including replacement porch, raising the ridge height, rear dormer and single storey extension
Location: 3 The Orchards, Orchard Close, Appleton Roebuck
Decision: Granted.
The above decision was noted. 
09	PLANNING; to consider planning application consultation notification(s).
	There were none.
10	To consider an update on traffic safety in the Parish. 	
	Cllr Smith reported that he had sent a follow-up email regarding the various ongoing traffic issues within the village but had not yet received a response.
Cllr Costello stated that tractors were still hauling biosolids through the village at speed. He questioned why planning had been deferred until 31 March and why Daw Lane was being used for access, which he believed should not be the case.
The Chairman requested that the Clerk write to 4R Group regarding these concerns, and it was resolved that this action be taken.
A parishioner advised that if residents noted the date and time when vehicles passed through the village, this information could be provided to the contact at 4R Group who had previously indicated that such reports would be helpful.
Another parishioner suggested that 4R Group could potentially be asked to use the two-way section of Broad Lane instead of Daw Lane when travelling to the Airfield. Cllr Mills noted that this may present difficulties at the School Corner junction, which the parishioner acknowledged.
A parishioner also gave an example of agricultural workers communicating by radio and coordinating vehicle movements, suggesting that those working locally tend to show greater care for the community. Another parishioner commented that traffic issues had not been as significant prior to the biosolids operations.
Cllr Little asked whether a contact number could be published so that residents could report incidents when dates and times were recorded. The Chairman confirmed that the relevant contact information was available on the company’s website and that residents had previously been advised that issues could be reported directly using those details.
11	To consider village aesthetics.
	a) Price for 2 x new benches would be £605.50 each. 
	Members considered the cost of two replacement benches at a price of £605.50 each. The benches would replace those located at Elmbank and Bell Green. The proposed benches are manufactured from recycled materials, which Cllr Flint noted would require less maintenance than timber benches, which would require periodic treatment.
It was resolved to purchase both benches and fund the expenditure from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds.
	b) Litter picking.
	The Parish Council agreed to organise a village litter pick and will seek volunteers to assist. Once the necessary equipment has been obtained, a date for the litter pick will be arranged.
12	To consider an update on a new play area in Appleton Roebuck.
	Cllr Smith reported that there had been no significant update since previous meetings. He noted that there may be alternative options to pursue in relation to purchasing the land.
The Chairman suggested that delays may be due to changes within the church hierarchy. Cllr Mills questioned whether the proposed location remained the most suitable site. Cllr Smith responded that a village poll had previously indicated that 94% of respondents supported the proposal.
Cllr Flint suggested that the Parish Council could explore the possibility of gaining permission from the church to provide access to the play area via the church grounds, allowing access away from the main road.
A parishioner asked whether parking would be provided at the location. Cllr Smith confirmed that there were currently no plans to provide parking. The parishioner commented that, based on experience, users may travel from outside the village and questioned where vehicles would park.
Another parishioner raised concerns regarding how children would safely leave the play area and cross towards the traffic island in the village, particularly given the existing traffic issues.
The Chairman asked whether alternative locations should be considered, and it was suggested that the play area could potentially be incorporated within the proposed 32-dwelling development.
Cllr Smith asked whether he should obtain indicative legal costs from solicitors prior to the next meeting, particularly in light of the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding timeframe. Members agreed that this would be helpful.
Councillors acknowledged the considerable work undertaken by Cllr Martin Smith on the project. Cllr Flint noted that the matter had been under consideration for a long period and suggested that members should consider the direction they wish to take so that a clearer decision could be made at the next meeting.
13	To consider assistance to Cllr. Flint on the Burial Ground. 
	Cllr Flint advised that she had been asked to take on the management of the burial ground. She noted that the role was not expected to be particularly time-consuming but expressed concern about situations where she might be away for an extended period and therefore unable to respond if a burial needed to be arranged. For this reason, she asked whether another councillor would be willing to act as a deputy.
Cllr Flint advised that she did not require a decision at this meeting but asked councillors to consider whether they would be willing to assist in this role.
Cllr Flint also noted that the Parish Council currently has £5,000 ringfenced for the burial ground. She suggested that the existing paths could be cleared and, following this, the grave plots could be properly marked out.
Cllr Little explained how this could be undertaken and agreed to meet with Cllr Flint to review the work required.
It was resolved that the burial ground should be tidied and the paths cleared.
14	To consider correspondence including late items.  
	There was none. 
15	To receive and discuss parishioners’ comments.

	There was none. 
16	Date of next meeting:

Wednesday 1st April 2026.

Meeting ended at 20.40pm
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