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APPLETON ROEBUCK AND ACASTER SELBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk.
Clerk to the Council: Mr Jake Harrison, Parish Rooms, Daw Lane,
Appleton Roebuck, YO23 7BL
E-mail: clerk@appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk
Telephone: 01904 744359
Minutes of the proceedings of the Appleton Roebuck and Acaster Selby Parish Council meeting held in the Parish Rooms at 7.30p.m. on Wednesday 4th February 2026
PRESENT:

Cllr. Robertshaw (Chairman), Cllr. Costello, Cllr. Shirt, Cllr. Flint, Cllr. Smith and the Clerk.	

Public: 17

01	To receive apologies for absence.
	There were none.
02	To receive declarations of interest.
Cllr Costello declared an interest in item 9B. Cllr Shirt declared interests in multiple items relating to Batrudding Farm.
03	To consider the resignation of Cllr Thomas from the Parish Council. 
The resignation of Cllr Thomas was noted and formally accepted by the Parish Council.
04	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 7th January 2026 as a true and accurate record.
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 7th January 2026 were confirmed as a true and accurate record.
05	To consider matters arising from the above minutes.
There were none.
06	FINANCE MATTERS:
1) To approve following payments:
a) YPO					£46.19
b) J Harrison (Conf. Equipment)		£119.99
c) Simply Cleaning 				£378
The above payments were approved. 
07	To receive updates on outstanding actions from previous meetings not covered elsewhere on the agenda.		
	a) To receive any response from Yorkshire Water
The Parish Council received an update regarding correspondence from Yorkshire Water. One email had been received asking what information the Parish Council required. A parishioner had spoken to Yorkshire Water and advised that there are plans in place for an underground tank in Bolton Percy, although progress is currently slow as discussions are required with the Environment Agency. It was also noted that Yorkshire Water is exploring the possibility of upgrading the sewage system from Bolton Percy to Tadcaster. At present, these proposals are exploratory and no timeframes have been provided.
A parishioner queried what benefit these works would bring to Appleton Roebuck, expressing the view that the village may not directly benefit. Cllr Flint commented that although works have been undertaken at Colton and are now being considered at Bolton Percy, Appleton Roebuck appears to have been overlooked. Cllr Flint further stated that if improvements are being made at both ends of the network, consideration should also be given to the middle section. It was resolved to forward all relevant information to Sir Alec Shelbrooke MP and pursue the matter through that route.
08	PLANNING; to consider planning decision notification(s).
	There were none.
09	PLANNING; to consider planning application consultation notification(s).
	a) ZG2026/0003/TPO
PROPOSAL: Application for consent to clean out and reduce crown by 10-15% to 1No Oak tree covered by TPO 6/2001 in the conservation area
LOCATION: 5 Westfield Drive, Appleton Roebuck, North Yorkshire
Cllr Flint commented that it may be appropriate to leave the matter in the hands of North Yorkshire Council, as the application lacked clarity regarding the extent of works proposed. She further noted that it is often the view of North Yorkshire officers that the more a tree is pruned, the more vigorously it may regrow, which could influence the decision. The Chairman observed that the officer comments indicated that further detail was required regarding the extent of the proposed reduction. It was resolved that the Parish Council would make no comment on the application.
b) ZG2025/1280/PIP
PROPOSAL: Permission in Principle for residential development for between 6 and 9 dwellings
LOCATION: Street Record, West End Avenue, Appleton Roebuck
Cllr Flint advised that the most recent adjacent development was the West End Avenue extension in 2011, which had been granted as an exception site for affordable housing delivered by Broadacres. She stated that she did not believe the current proposal would fall within that category. Cllr Smith commented that he did not have significant concerns with the principle of the development, noting that the site benefits from two access points and represents an infill opportunity which could potentially alleviate pressure for development elsewhere.
The Chairman referred to the Highways comments within the documentation, highlighting that a number of matters would need to be addressed. Cllr Flint reported that, at the time of review, six public comments had been submitted, three of which objected. Two responses from statutory consultees indicated the proposal may be acceptable in principle subject to certain requirements being met, while the position of one individual respondent was unclear.
Several parishioners spoke in objection to the proposal. One parishioner questioned how the Parish Council could refrain from objecting in principle, given its previous objections to the 32-dwelling proposal, and stated that the development would have negative impacts similar to those previously raised. Other parishioners echoed these concerns, noting that the site lies outside the village development limits and that consistency should be applied following the Parish Council’s objection to the Hillcrest site. It was further suggested that once a development plan is established it should be adhered to, unless exceptional circumstances apply, which they did not believe to be the case. Concerns were also raised regarding the potential for incremental expansion by the developer.
Cllr Flint noted that the land adjacent to the site had already been subject to Parish Council objection for development. The Chairman expressed concern that the proposal may form part of a wider strategy. Following a formal proposal and vote, it was resolved that the Parish Council would object to the application.
c) ZG2026/0027/FUL
PROPOSAL: Conversion of existing building to form a single dwelling
LOCATION: Roebuck Barracks, Green Lane, Appleton Roebuck
Cllr Costello advised that the application related to Plot 15 and expressed concern regarding the number of properties being progressed on the site. He further noted that three or four outstanding applications relating to the land remain awaiting determination. It was resolved that the Parish Council would object to the application, reiterating its previous comments and concerns.d) ZG2026/0044/HPA
PROPOSAL: Re-placement window and doors
LOCATION: The Old Coach House, Main Street, Appleton Roebuck
Cllr Flint raised no objection, noting that the building is of an older construction and may benefit from improved insulation. Cllr Smith advised that he had no issue with the proposed materials, although he queried whether the Conservation Officer may raise concerns. It was resolved that the Parish Council would raise no objections to the application.
e) Local Planning Enforcement Plan Consultation
Cllr Costello advised that the Parish Council had received notification of the consultation. He confirmed that he had submitted his own response indicating that he had no issues with the proposals. No further comments were raised by members.
f) NY/2025/0177/FUL
PROPOSAL: Consultation on planning application for the purposes of the Retrospective planning application for the temporary use of land for the treatment and recycling of biosolids, retention of mobile plant including silo and associated infrastructure on land
LOCATION: Former RAF Acaster Malbis, Batrudding Farm, Back Lane, York
Cllr Costello requested clarification from Cllr Lee on the criteria for application to be heard by planning committee, which is referenced later in the meeting. He stated that this would also provide an opportunity to highlight ongoing highways concerns. Cllr Costello further suggested that the matter could be used as an opportunity to reconsider the Parish Council’s approach to Celkom, which is also referenced later in the agenda. The discussion was noted. 
10	To receive questions from the Parish Council for Sir Alec Shelbrooke.
	Sir Alec Shelbrooke joined the meeting via video call.
a) Passing places in Acaster Selby
The Chairman raised the issue of passing places on Daw Lane and asked who would be responsible for progressing this matter. Sir Alec recommended speaking with North Yorkshire Council and Cllr Lee. He confirmed that he has no direct involvement in the matter but stated that he would be happy to assist where possible.
b) Road conditions in Acaster Selby
Sir Alec confirmed that his assistant was present on the call and taking notes. He recommended arranging to meet with Cllr Lee and visiting the site on one of his scheduled survey days to review the road conditions directly.
c) Flooding in Acaster Selby (including floodwater gauge)
The Chairman advised that no further communication had been received from the Environment Agency following its visit after the most recent flooding event. He also expressed frustration at the lack of response from the Environment Agency despite multiple attempts by the Clerk to seek updates. Sir Alec advised that if the Clerk forwarded the relevant correspondence to him, he would follow up directly with the Environment Agency.
d) Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)
Cllr Costello raised concerns regarding the recent approval of 32 houses, stating that the decision went against the Neighbourhood Development Plan and village development limits, both of which had effectively been overridden by the Planning Inspector. He noted that the village had been identified as unsustainable for future development, yet this had been disregarded. Cllr Costello also highlighted ongoing issues relating to drainage, flooding, failing infrastructure and the number of objections submitted by parishioners. He asked whether there was anything Sir Alec could do to assist.
Sir Alec asked what feedback the Parish Council had received, and Cllr Costello confirmed that no feedback had been provided beyond the appeal decision notice. Sir Alec acknowledged concerns regarding the extent of council influence over planning decisions but stated that the issues raised by the Parish Council may warrant further clarification. He confirmed that he would seek feedback on the matter. At Sir Alec’s request, it was resolved that the Clerk would forward the relevant planning reference number to enable him to pursue enquiries.
Cllr Costello further raised concerns regarding inconsistency in decision-making and referenced a similar case in Leicester where infrastructure concerns had been given greater weight. He queried whether differences in five-year land supply figures may have influenced outcomes. Sir Alec commented that North Yorkshire Council is currently facing challenges in this area.
e) Village Development Limits
This matter was discussed in conjunction with the previous agenda item.
f) Flooding issues relating to the Environment Agency and Yorkshire Water
Cllr Costello advised that, as with Acaster Selby, Appleton Roebuck also suffers from flooding issues. He referenced an incident the previous year when the village was effectively cut off for a day, which he believed was attributable to failings by Yorkshire Water. He stated that there had previously been budget provision to improve the pumping station at Appleton Roebuck, but that this proposal now appears to have stalled. He expressed concern regarding the position, particularly in light of the additional 32 houses being constructed.
Sir Alec confirmed that he has previously dealt with Yorkshire Water and stated that he and his assistant would investigate the position regarding the pumping station. Cllr Costello further commented that when the pumping station fails, discharge enters the River Ouse, creating a pollution incident, and that Yorkshire Water can take 24 to 48 hours to attend site.
g) Use of biosolids on agricultural land
Cllr Costello advised that the Government has recently announced a PFAS plan in relation to the use of biosolids on land. He acknowledged this as a positive step but stated that it does not go far enough. He expressed concern that chemicals applied to land may not align with EU regulations and could pose risks to the food chain. Sir Alec responded that discussions are ongoing at national level regarding alternative treatment methods, noting that this is a complex issue with multiple implications. He stated that he was not aware of the Government’s current position in detail.
Sir Alec Shelbrooke then left the meeting.
11	To receive any updates from Cllr. Lee
	a) The land ownership of the fence on Malt Kiln Lane.
Cllr Lee reported that he had spoken with Highways, who are aware of the issue through previous correspondence. Highways maintain that the fence belongs to the adjoining property owner, even though it does not appear on the title plan, and advised that such situations are not uncommon. Cllr Lee also confirmed that he had raised the matter of the bridge parapet. He reported that it had been patched that day, with full replacement anticipated within approximately one year.
	b) The footpaths on Main Street in Appleton Roebuck.
Cllr Lee advised that an inspection had already taken place and that the footpaths had initially been considered acceptable. However, as complaints from residents have continued, he confirmed that a further inspection would be arranged. Cllr Costello noted that yellow paint markings had recently appeared on sections of pavement, identifying potholes and areas requiring attention.
	c) Highways issues (inc. clearing road gullies).
Cllr Lee reported that the road gullies had been raised with Highways and that they had indicated they would attend to inspect them. He stated that he would follow up again on Friday. Cllr Costello advised that he had reported the gullies twice since the previous meeting but that no action had yet been taken. He noted that North Yorkshire Council’s policy indicates a 90-day response timeframe, but expressed concern that by that point it would be summer and the issue would have less immediate visibility. He also queried the current position regarding village road sweepers and asked whether Appleton Roebuck remains on a scheduled programme. Cllr Lee stated that he was unsure where the village sits within the rota.
Cllr Lee further advised that he would raise the issue of passing places on Back Lane at his next Friday meeting and would seek to arrange a survey if possible. Cllr Costello referred to the planning application for Batrudding Farm, noting that passing places on Back Lane had been identified as necessary due to highway restrictions. The Chairman observed that similar requirements should logically apply to Celkom within its application, as referenced in the Batrudding Farm documentation.
Cllr Costello asked about the number of objections received in relation to the Batrudding Farm application and queried the recommendation for the application to be determined by a Planning Officer rather than the Planning Committee. Cllr Lee advised that, if required, he could seek to have the application considered by the Planning Committee and confirmed that he would email the Planning Officer to request committee determination.
12	To consider an update on traffic safety in the Parish. 	
	a) To consider an update from Cllr Costello on the Smiley SID quotations received

Cllr Costello reported that following five enquiries, no providers were willing to hire out a Smiley SID unit. Three purchase quotations had been received, with two at £3,100 and one at £3,600. One supplier indicated that installation would need to be approved through North Yorkshire Council. A further quotation of £5,500 plus VAT for the sign and installation had already been received from North Yorkshire Council. Cllr Smith confirmed this was the previously obtained figure.
Cllr Costello advised that he may be able to secure the sign at a lower cost, subject to North Yorkshire approval. He asked whether the Parish Council wished to proceed at this stage. Cllr Costello expressed the view that it would be prudent to wait pending the introduction of the proposed 20mph speed limit. Cllr Smith supported this position. Cllr Costello further noted that documentation received during the week confirmed that the speed limit changes are currently at consultation stage and may take some time before being implemented.
Cllr Smith added that the consultation proposals are more extensive than originally anticipated. They include a 40mph limit extending from Daw Lane, along Acaster Lane and through to Back Lane towards Acaster Selby, with approximately 80% of Appleton Roebuck proposed to become a 20mph zone. In relation to additional infrastructure such as speed bumps or Smiley SID signage, the Highways Officer has recommended that the new speed limits be implemented first, with further measures reviewed thereafter. It was resolved that the Clerk would publish the proposed speed limit plan on the Parish Council website and in the Parish Magazine.
b) To consider the Highway Authority response and objection to NY/2025/0177/FUL in relation to ongoing problems with Celkom activities

Cllr Costello asked what action the Parish Council could take to revisit the matter, particularly in light of perceived inconsistencies between the highway requirements imposed at Batrudding Farm and the ongoing activities undertaken by Celkom. The matter was noted for further consideration.
13	To consider village aesthetics.
	a) To receive the updated bench list from Cllr. Costello.
	Cllr Costello confirmed that he had circulated an updated bench list. He identified five timber benches within the village, four of which contain plaques or engraved dedications. One bench at Holme Green remains unidentifiable, with no known ownership or history. Cllr Flint suggested that some benches may have originally been provided by the Parish Council, with plaques added later at the request of residents.
Cllr Costello outlined his findings and advised that some benches may require only minor repairs, sanding and repainting. He sought views on how to proceed. Cllr Flint suggested that the matter be considered alongside future budget discussions. Cllr Smith estimated that full replacement including installation could cost approximately £1,000 per bench. It was resolved that the Clerk would obtain a quotation for repair works to the two benches currently in the poorest condition, located at Elmbank and Bell Green.
	b) School appearance.
	Cllr Costello reported that he and a parishioner had contacted the school and undertaken hedge and bramble trimming. Cllr Shirt subsequently removed some rubbish, although further collection is still required. Cllr Costello stated that he would like to see improvements made to the railings, particularly given the conservation area setting. Cllr Flint agreed that improvements would be beneficial but emphasised that responsibility rests with the school and that it should take appropriate action. Cllr Costello also referred to the presence of scaffolding and suggested contacting the school to explore whether the PTA may be willing to assist with improvements.
	c) Proposed litter pick.
	Cllr Costello advised that the Chairman had indicated that litter-picking equipment may be available from Selby. He stated that this is something worth pursuing, noting that he regularly collects litter himself, particularly along Daw Lane.
It was further discussed that Selby Council has previously refused a request to provide additional waste bins within the village. The Council had advised that any additional bins would require formal approval and that, if the Parish Council were to self-fund additional bins without such approval, they would not be serviced. Members expressed disappointment at this position, noting the ongoing concerns regarding litter within the Parish. It was resolved that the Clerk would contact Selby Council to request litter-picking equipment
	d) Thank you to John Richards for his work tidying the hedge outside of the school.
	The Chairman formally recorded thanks to John Richards for his work in tidying the hedge outside the school.
14	To receive an update on the development on the land adjacent to Ebor Park. 
	A parishioner advised that he had emailed the Parish Council to report that two individuals had attended Ebor Park the previous Sunday. Upon questioning, they stated they were collecting logs and had been given permission by a councillor. The parishioner advised that they had accessed the area via Ebor Park but left shortly after being informed that the matter was unrelated to Ebor Park.
The parishioner further advised that a revised planning notice had been displayed to correct issues with the original notice, extending the consultation deadline to 11th February. He expressed the view that there had been multiple errors. He also reported that the site owner is in discussion with the authorities seeking clarification that, if the fence creating access were reinstated, it would not subsequently be required to be removed.
15	To consider community engagement.
	Cllr Costello reported that he has been in early-stage discussions with the pre-school and the PTA regarding the organisation of a community event. The matter remains at an initial exploratory stage.
16	To consider an update on a new play area in Appleton Roebuck.
	Cllr Smith advised that there is no further update at present. He confirmed that he had emailed the Church the previous day but did not anticipate an immediate response. 
17	To consider correspondence including late items.  
	Cllr Costello reported that he had received an email from a resident querying whether there is pollution in the river at Holme Green. Cllr Costello expressed his view that the Fleet may be polluted and noted that this could be of particular concern to dog owners. He suggested that a meeting with Yorkshire Water and the Environment Agency may be appropriate, although he questioned how practical such an approach would be.
18	To receive and discuss parishioners’ comments.
	
A parishioner noted that, although traffic matters had been discussed earlier in the meeting, a recent traffic incident outside the school had not been mentioned. He advised that following the incident, teachers had begun parking within the school grounds, which had improved visibility and manoeuvrability around the corners. Cllr Smith confirmed that the Parish Council is still awaiting further instruction from Highways regarding the potential introduction of yellow lines outside the school.

Cllr Costello queried whether the incident may have been linked to blocked gullies and icy conditions.

19	Date of next meeting:

Wednesday 4th March 2026.

Meeting finished at 8.54pm
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