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APPLETON ROEBUCK AND ACASTER SELBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk.
Clerk to the Council: Mr Jake Harrison, Parish Rooms, Daw Lane,
Appleton Roebuck, YO23 7BL
E-mail: clerk@appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk
Telephone: 01904 744359
Minutes of the proceedings of the Appleton Roebuck and Acaster Selby Parish Council meeting held in the Parish Rooms at 7.30p.m. on Wednesday 7th January 2026
PRESENT:

Cllr. Robertshaw (Chairman), Cllr. Costello, Cllr. Shirt, Cllr. Thomas, Cllr. Smith and the Clerk.	

Public: 12

01	To receive apologies for absence.
	Apologies were received from Cllr Flint.
02	To receive declarations of interest.
	Declarations of interest were received as follows:
· Cllr Shirt – Item 8b
· Cllr Smith – Item 8c
03	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 3rd December 2025 as a true and accurate record.
	The minutes were confirmed as a true and accurate record.
04	To consider matters arising from the above minutes.
	Cllr Costello asked for an update on quotations for a new boiler. One quotation had been received in the sum of around £5,500, with further quotations awaited. It was resolved to defer this matter to the next meeting.
05	FINANCE MATTERS:
1) To approve following payments:
a) Core Synergy (Function 28)		£360
b) Moorland Garden Services			£363
c) ICO GDPR Data Protection Fee		£52
d) Simply Cleaning 				£336
The above payments were approved. 
06	To receive updates on outstanding actions from previous meetings not covered elsewhere on the agenda.	
	Cllr Thomas reported that he had received an apology regarding delays in responses; however, no substantive information had been provided. He advised that he had asked whether the Parish Council could procure and install the items directly and was awaiting a response. Indicative costs provided were £228 and £339.
07	PLANNING; to consider planning decision notification(s).
	a) 2022/0150/FUL
	PROPOSAL: Demolition of three post war single storey buildings and construction of a new single storey building housing four commercial units
LOCATION: Brockett Industrial Estate, Broad Lane, Appleton Roebuck
DECISION: GRANTED
The above decision was noted. 
08	PLANNING; to consider planning application consultation notification(s).
	a) ZG2025/1148/FUL
PROPOSAL: Conversion of existing building to form two dwellings
LOCATION: Roebuck Barracks, Green Lane, Appleton Roebuck
Cllr Costello queried the current and ongoing development of the site, noting what he felt to be continual development and potential overdevelopment. He referred to a previous enquiry relating to four dwellings and raised concerns regarding drainage, stating that the site is already susceptible to flooding. On this basis, Cllr Costello proposed that the Parish Council object to the application.
Cllr Shirt expressed concern that the developer appeared to find ways to amend proposals despite the Parish Council having consistently objected. Cllr Smith stated that he did not see an issue, as the proposal related to the conversion of existing buildings.
Cllr Costello further raised concerns about the cumulative impact of development within the Selby area and the risk of Appleton Roebuck becoming an unsustainably large village.
It was resolved to reiterate the Parish Council’s previous objections and comments submitted in relation to this site.
b) NY/2025/0177/FUL
PROPOSAL: Consultation on planning application for the purposes of the Retrospective planning application for the temporary use of land for the treatment and recycling of biosolids, retention of mobile plant including silo and associated infrastructure on land
LOCATION: Former RAF Acaster Malbis, Batrudding Farm, Back Lane, York
Cllr Costello sought clarification on whether the site fell within Acaster Selby or Acaster Malbis. It was confirmed that the site is classed as Acaster Malbis Airfield. Cllr Lee, who was in attendance, stated that he believed the application fell within the Parish Council’s remit.
Cllr Costello queried whether the proposal conflicted with the Neighbourhood Development Plan and stated that, in his view, it breached Policy 4 and Policy 4.6.2. On this basis, he felt the application should be objected to.
Cllr Smith stated that he did not personally have an issue with the application, to which Cllr Costello responded by questioning the impact on residents living nearby. Cllr Costello described the proposal as a waste processing facility involving a change of use and raised strong concerns regarding its impact on the village, including HGV movements. He stated that, in his view, vehicle movements contradicted the Transport Statement previously submitted and said he could not support the application in any form.
Cllr Costello further noted that the application was retrospective and raised concerns that commitments previously made were not being adhered to. He expressed concern that if neighbouring parishes were more supportive, Appleton Roebuck could be left to experience the negative impacts.
Cllr Robertshaw acknowledged the need for farms to diversify. Cllr Costello questioned whether the use should be considered industrial, while Cllr Robertshaw considered it agricultural. Cllr Costello reiterated concerns regarding community impact and potential health implications, noting that the Environment Agency was currently reviewing the matter.
A parishioner stated that they had reviewed the application and queried whether the company was seeking a ten-year operational period. Cllr Costello confirmed figures referenced within the application, stating it related to approximately 60,000 tonnes per year, potentially resulting in up to 30 HGV movements per day during peak seasonal periods over approximately two months. He stated that he did not believe such impacts were acceptable for local residents.
A parishioner added that while sewage slurry is currently used on farms, they were considering stopping its use. They further noted that although the Environment Agency had not objected at present, academics from York University were compiling evidence against the practice. They expressed concern that the proposed volumes were not practical.
Cllr Costello referred to the application’s acknowledgement of loss of amenity and noted that approximately 134 public objections had been submitted online. He stated that the impacts would affect everyday activities such as walking, cycling and recreation.
The Chairman invited comments from Cllr Lee, who advised that he had received correspondence from a local resident raising objections relating to studies, heavy metals and infrastructure. He stated that further evidence would be required from the applicant and that assurances would be sought if the application progressed to North Yorkshire Council’s planning committee. He advised that responses could be nuanced rather than a blanket objection.
Cllr Costello summarised his objections as falling into two main areas:
1. Health and environmental impacts
2. Immediate impact on the village, particularly traffic
Concerns regarding HGV movements through the village were reiterated, with reference made to agreements restricting movements at peak times.
Parishioners spoke regarding odour, traffic safety, proximity to a children’s play area, and the risks posed by large vehicles on narrow roads. Concerns were also raised about debris from vehicles contaminating village roads and footways.
The Chairman called for a vote. Of the four eligible councillors present, three voted to object and one voted to submit concerns relating to traffic safety.
It was resolved to object to the application, with specific emphasis on transport infrastructure, traffic impact, and community safety.
c) ZG2025/1235/HPA
PROPOSAL: Alteration works to existing detached dwelling, including replacement porch, rear dormer and single storey extension
LOCATION: 3 The Orchards, Orchard Close, Appleton Roebuck
Cllr Smith presented the application and declared his interest as the architect, before leaving the meeting. He advised that the proposal related to improvements to an existing property and that while elements may fall under permitted development, planning permission was required due to the porch and dormer. All works were stated to be within established development boundaries.
Cllr Costello requested to view the elevations and raised concerns that the dormer would effectively add an additional storey. It was clarified that the proposal would increase the ridge height by approximately 500mm and would not be visible from the public footpath. Cllr Costello stated that it could potentially be visible from other viewpoints and considered the proposal to be overdevelopment.
Following Cllr Smith’s departure, the Chairman called for a vote.
Cllr Costello objected. Cllrs Shirt, Thomas and the Chairman raised no objections. No formal objection was submitted.
d) ZG2025/1156/FUL
PROPOSAL: Change of use of land to a residential caravan park, to provide 8 permanent residential pitches, each consisting of 1 static home for human habitation, parking for 2 cars, garden, bin stores and cycle stores, together with the associated park infrastructure Open for comment icon
LOCATION: Land Comprising 455714 442394 Broad Lane Appleton Roebuck North Yorkshire
The Chairman commented that the units appeared to be static caravans rather than park homes. Cllr Costello stated that the application was missing significant information and contained multiple inaccuracies. Cllr Smith raised concerns that the site may lie within Flood Zone 3 and that appropriate assessments, including a Sequential Test, did not appear to have been undertaken.
Cllr Costello noted that the application stated the development was not within 20 metres of a watercourse, whereas the fleet/ditch was, in his view, approximately 6 metres away. He also expressed concern that foul drainage was listed as “unknown”, reiterating the Parish Council’s ongoing concerns regarding foul sewage and drainage issues within the village. Cllr Smith commented, based on plans displayed, that the site appeared to be set some distance back.
A parishioner addressed the meeting and stated that he owned part of the land, including a pond, and confirmed that no agreement had been reached with the applicant. He noted that the red line boundary shown on the plans passed directly through his land. He acknowledged that the applicant had at least submitted a planning application rather than proceeding without consent.
Another parishioner stated that they believed it was fortunate the works had not progressed to a retrospective application, suggesting this was only due to work being delayed over a bank holiday period. They advised that the submitted plans were inaccurate, showing vehicular access where no legal right of access exists, and alleged that an opening had been created unlawfully during works carried out on 2 May. It was further stated that a drainage board ditch had been backfilled to allow machinery access to the site. The parishioner added that, to their knowledge, local residents had not been consulted by the site owner, nor had North Yorkshire Council engaged with them.
Cllr Smith stated that due to tree removal on the site, any biodiversity survey should take account of historical land data. A parishioner confirmed that felling licences had not been applied for, and that the Forestry Commission had investigated the matter. Cllr Costello expressed concern that trees shown on the submitted plans had since been removed to create an access opening. He reiterated that foul sewage arrangements must be fully addressed.
A parishioner further stated that they had originally been shown proposals for six park homes, which had subsequently increased to eight, and reiterated that the plans were inaccurate. They advised that any lawful access would require formal agreement involving the Highway Authority and police, which had not been obtained.
Cllr Costello noted that the application stated there had been no recorded accidents at the access point. He advised that he had personally reported an accident at this location, which was supported by the parishioner, who stated that multiple accidents had occurred over recent years.
Cllr Costello further noted that while the plans indicated 16 parking spaces, there was no footpath connection to the village, which he considered unsafe. He also raised concern that approval would set a precedent for development outside the village envelope.
It was resolved to object to the application.
09	To consider any further update on the development on the land adjacent to Ebor Park.
	This item was discussed under Agenda Item 08(d).
10	To consider an update on traffic safety in the Parish. 
	a) To discuss the provision of Smiley SID’s.
	Cllr Costello advised that a response had been received confirming that Smiley SID units were not permitted, although flashing speed signs would be acceptable. Cllr Smith stated that the most recent quotation, received in November, was approximately £6,500 per unit and that the Highway Authority would determine their location within the village.
Cllr Costello suggested that temporary units may be available for hire and proposed investigating this option, including hiring a unit for a trial period of one month to assess effectiveness. Cllr Smith advised that a decision would need to be made promptly if any expenditure was to be included within the April budget.
The Chairman asked Cllr Lee whether any funding might be available. Cllr Lee advised that while there was no direct council funding, there may be potential support through his locality budget, which had previously been used to assist other parish councils with similar initiatives. He stated that there may be funding remaining in the current allocation, or alternatively in the next funding round, and that he would consider earmarking funds subject to receipt of a quotation. He further noted that other parish councils had secured more competitive prices through third-party suppliers and emphasised the importance of liaising with the council regarding siting, recommending engagement across multiple departments.
It was agreed that Cllr Costello would obtain a quotation for a temporary speed indicator device to enable further consideration.
b) New road signs and speed limits
Cllr Smith advised that there was no further update. It was noted that the Parish Council was approximately 14 months into the process. Cllr Lee added that Church Fenton had been waiting for nearly two years and advised that he would continue discussions with Highways.
Cllr Costello asked for an update on traffic restrictions. Cllr Smith responded that this matter would not be progressed until the proposed 20mph zone had been implemented, due to the legal and procedural complexities involved.
11	To consider an update on a new children’s play area in Appleton Roebuck.
Cllr Smith advised that there was no further update. Cllr Costello queried whether progress had stalled and suggested exploring alternative locations. He further proposed that, should new development opportunities arise, the Parish Council could engage with developers to seek provision of a children’s play area as part of any future scheme.
12 	To consider a meeting with the local MP.
The Clerk advised that Sir Alec Shelbrooke MP would attend the next meeting via video call. Cllr Lee stated that he would also attend, either in person or remotely via Teams.
Cllr Costello asked what matters should be raised. The Chairman suggested that an agenda be circulated in advance and that key points be shared ahead of the meeting to allow for a focused discussion.

13	To consider items for the upcoming Parish Liaison Meeting.
Cllr Costello advised that he had requested this item be added to the agenda and asked what matters the Parish Council wished to raise. Cllr Lee explained that the Parish Liaison Meeting was primarily intended as a feedback forum, although any significant or pressing issues could be submitted for further review.
Cllr Smith suggested raising the Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Development Plan, noting that it was due to expire and that he was unclear what support, if any, was available from North Yorkshire Council. Cllr Lee advised that North Yorkshire Council was currently working on its own Local Plan, which was expected to be adopted in 2027. He questioned the viability of pursuing a new Neighbourhood Development Plan at present, given that the Local Authority did not yet have an adopted plan and that several key policies were not currently being met, particularly in relation to planning delivery. He further advised that the Parish Council would likely need to fund a new Neighbourhood Development Plan itself.
Cllr Costello queried how planning applications continued to be approved despite an existing plan being in place. Cllr Lee explained that decisions were often being made under older inherited plans and that, due to shortfalls in housing delivery and limited alternative land availability, many applications were being allowed on appeal to meet statutory targets.
Cllr Costello stated that he believed Appleton Roebuck had already contributed more than its fair share of development. Cllr Lee responded that where developers brought forward proposals, this was driven by market decisions rather than council instruction, and that approvals were largely influenced by the policy context and appeal pressures previously outlined.
14	To consider village aesthetics.
	a) Fence and bridge parapet on Malt Kiln Lane
The Chairman advised that Highways had responded earlier that day and confirmed that an inspection of the bridge parapet would be carried out. Cllr Costello asked whether the Parish Council could write to the adjacent homeowner, as North Yorkshire Council believed they owned the land. A parishioner queried whether North Yorkshire Council’s position had been challenged, to which the Clerk responded that North Yorkshire Council had stated the land was not registered in their ownership.
Cllr Smith advised that the land was effectively neither part of the highway nor the adjacent property. A parishioner asked whether the Parish Council could apply to take ownership of the land, which Cllr Lee believed could be explored. Another parishioner, who stated they had lived in the village for 74 years, expressed the view that North Yorkshire Council should take responsibility.
Cllr Lee advised that he would raise the matter at his next meeting and it was agreed that the Clerk would forward correspondence to him in advance. In relation to the bridge parapet, North Yorkshire Council confirmed that they would inspect the structure, as they believed it to fall within their remit, and would assess whether repairs or maintenance were required.
b) Benches in Appleton Roebuck
Cllr Costello advised that he had circulated photographs of the benches. He confirmed that the broken bench on the village green had been removed by the party responsible for its installation. He raised the issue of the remaining benches within the village and asked how the Parish Council wished to proceed.
The Chairman reminded members that it had previously been agreed that responsibility lay with those who installed the benches. Cllr Costello suggested that the Parish Council consider replacing five benches with recycled plastic alternatives. The Clerk advised that the cost of benches previously purchased by the Parish Council had been approximately £220 each. The Chairman stated that the original installers should be informed before any action was taken. It was agreed that Cllr Costello would provide a list of bench locations and responsible parties at the next meeting.
c) Other
Cllr Costello raised concerns regarding the appearance of the area around the school and suggested contacting the school to request that hedges be cut back and the surroundings tidied. The Chairman agreed with this approach. A parishioner suggested that homeowners also be encouraged to cut back overgrown hedges.
It was agreed that Cllr Smith would write to the school to enquire what action could be taken. A parishioner added that overgrown brambles near the school were affecting lighting levels and raised concerns regarding potential legal responsibility, suggesting that funding should not be a barrier where safety was concerned. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to North Yorkshire Highways regarding a bent fence in the area.
15	To consider the new Neighborhood Development Plan.
	This item was discussed under agenda item 13.
16	To consider engagement with Yorkshire Water.
	Cllr Costello asked whether any response had been received from Yorkshire Water. The Clerk confirmed that no response had been received, despite a reminder email being sent the previous week. Cllr Costello stated that he believed it would be beneficial to arrange a meeting with Yorkshire Water to discuss asset improvement or replacement, particularly in light of the potential for additional housing development in the area. He referred to several incidents and ongoing issues within the village which he believed demonstrated capacity concerns.
Cllr Smith commented that the developer may be required to fund infrastructure improvements should further development proceed. Cllr Costello questioned whether such commitments could be obtained in writing, expressing concern that promised improvements may otherwise not materialise. He also suggested a joint approach with Bolton Percy Parish Council, as they may be similarly affected.
A parishioner stated that they had spent approximately ten years seeking improvements to water and drainage infrastructure in the village, including working collaboratively with neighbouring parish councils. They expressed the view that proposed development at Colton would be insufficient to address the cumulative impact of further development. The parishioner raised concerns regarding costs, ongoing issues experienced in the village, future capacity, and the absence of a clear plan to meet the village’s needs. They emphasised the importance of engaging with Yorkshire Water at a senior level rather than operational level and stated that they had previously been advised that a Parish Councillor would take forward work they had initiated, which they believed had not yet occurred.
The Chairman asked the parishioner to provide any relevant Yorkshire Water contact details they held. The parishioner further advised that a full and comprehensive survey had previously been undertaken, but that the results had never been shared despite assurances. They stated that progress had once been made, but that changes in personnel meant the relationship now needed to be re-established. It was agreed that further efforts would be made to engage Yorkshire Water, including exploring a joint approach with neighbouring parish councils and seeking written clarification on capacity and future plans.
17	To consider community event(s).
	Cllr Costello stated that he felt there was currently a lack of community activity within the village and referred to the scarecrow festival and village gala as examples of events that had previously helped bring residents together. Cllr Smith suggested that these events had grown significantly over time and that the increased scale, associated paperwork and insurance requirements had made them difficult to sustain.
Cllr Costello queried whether funding could be made available to local groups within the Parish and whether the Parish Council could contribute financially to support future events. Cllr Smith stated that he was not aware of individuals currently coming forward to organise events. A parishioner commented that the scarecrow festival had become a victim of its own success and that the size of the event, combined with the village’s demographics and limited space, had presented challenges. They noted that the number of scarecrows created a misleading impression of organiser capacity and that volunteers had been required to work significant additional hours.
Cllr Smith advised that if individuals or groups were willing to organise events, the Parish Council could consider providing support. A parishioner added that responsibility for events often fell to a small number of people and expressed the view that village events played an important role in fostering community spirit. They suggested that the Parish Council could take a more active role in encouraging or facilitating events. Two parishioners agreed that ticketed events limited to parish residents could help manage numbers and capacity. The discussion concluded with general agreement that the Parish Council should explore ways to support future community events should volunteers or groups come forward.
18	To consider correspondence including late items.  
	Cllr Costello advised that he had received correspondence from a resident who reported being unable to contact Parish Councillors via email, the Parish Council website or the Facebook page. Cllr Smith confirmed that councillor email addresses were functioning correctly. Cllr Costello asked whether the Parish Council had access to the Facebook page, to which the Clerk advised that it was a legacy page and not currently managed or accessible by the Parish Council.
19	To receive and discuss parishioners’ comments.
	
A parishioner asked for an update regarding flood gauges in Acaster Selby. The Clerk advised that four reminder emails had been sent but no response had yet been received and confirmed that this would be chased again.

A parishioner raised concerns that footpaths within the village were unsafe. They stated that North Yorkshire Council had previously attended site and carried out some works, with assurances that further action would follow, but no subsequent response had been seen. The Chairman asked Cllr Lee whether he had any influence over footpath matters, to which he confirmed that he did. He advised that if specific problem locations were identified, he could raise them directly. Main Street was identified as a key area of concern.

Cllr Lee advised that issues should also be reported via the North Yorkshire Council website. The parishioner asked whether the Clerk could submit a report, which the Clerk agreed to do. Cllr Lee added that reports carried greater weight where multiple residents logged incidents.

Cllr Costello asked whether North Yorkshire Council was responsible for clearing leaves from road gullies. It was noted that responsibility lay with North Yorkshire Council, but that issues would not be addressed unless reported through the online portal. Cllr Lee advised that he met with Highways officers on a weekly basis and that the Parish Council could flag any specific highways issues for discussion.

Cllr Costello asked whether the Parish Council could publish contact details for the local police contact. The Clerk confirmed that this could be added.



20	Date of next meeting:

Wednesday 4th February 2026 – Meeting closed at 9.34pm.


Local Police Contact:
Hannah Price 
PCSO 4532 
Sherburn in Elmet, North Yorkshire 
Selby rural NPT 
Contact 101 option 2, say either collar number 4532 or Hannah Price 
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