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APPLETON ROEBUCK AND ACASTER SELBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk.
Clerk to the Council: Mr Jake Harrison, Parish Rooms, Daw Lane,
Appleton Roebuck, YO23 7BL
E-mail: clerk@appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk
Telephone: 01904 744359
Minutes of the proceedings of the Appleton Roebuck and Acaster Selby Parish Council meeting held in the Parish Rooms at 7.30p.m. on Wednesday 3rd December 2025.
PRESENT:

Cllr. Robertshaw (Chairman), Cllr. Costello, Cllr. Shirt, Cllr. Thomas, Cllr. Flint and the Clerk.	

Public: 17

01	To receive apologies for absence.
	Cllr. Smith.
02	To receive declarations of interest.
	Cllr Shirt. declared an interest in agenda item 6.
03	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 5th November as a true and accurate record.
	The minutes were confirmed as a true and accurate record.
04	To consider matters arising from the above minutes.
	There were none.
05	To update on the status of the query from the Pre-School regarding finances.
	The Chairman explained that the discussion with the Pre-School regarding its financial query was ongoing; however, as the matter was running into the allocated meeting time, he proposed that councillors reconvene immediately after the formal meeting to continue the conversation.
A further meeting then took place with representatives of the Pre-School, during which an amicable way forward was agreed.
06	To discuss the planning application by 4R for a small lime treatment operation at Batrudding Farm. 
	The Council discussed the planning application submitted by 4R for a small lime treatment operation at Batrudding Farm. Two representatives of 4R attended the meeting and explained that the application was retrospective due to new equipment and updated technology which had triggered the need for further planning approval. They also confirmed that a plan had recently been submitted to the Environment Agency.
The representatives stated that the operation was currently working under a one-year permit that covered the importation of material, and they confirmed that vehicle movements and transport matters fell under the planning process. In response to questions, they advised that the long-term plan was for a ten-year operation on the site. They added that vehicles entered and left by different routes and were not intended to travel through Appleton Roebuck.
Councillors questioned the origin of the imported material, and 4R confirmed that it came from several sources, including Lancashire. They explained that they were paid to accept the material and that it underwent analysis for heavy metals, nutritional content and bacterial content before arrival. They stated that the treated product was safe to be applied to land, although certain restrictions existed regarding its use on root crops, which they said were part of national regulation.
Concerns were raised by councillors and parishioners regarding odour, environmental impact and road safety, particularly around school opening and closing times. 4R stated that the operation was regulated and tested daily, and that they would do their best to avoid school-time movements if provided with relevant times. Further concerns were raised regarding vehicle routing, condition of the roads, night-time movements and the potential for material to fall from vehicles onto the highway. 4R said that vehicles leaving the site had passed through the treatment process and that they would consider ways to strengthen procedures where necessary.
Councillors also questioned whether vehicle movements could realistically be controlled once drivers had left the site, with examples being given of vehicles travelling through the village. 4R stated that they would reinforce instructions to haulage contractors to avoid routes through Appleton Roebuck. A request was made for clarity on the correct traffic routes and for a formal traffic management plan. Parishioners expressed concern about odour levels, road conditions and the impact on children playing outside.
The Chairman asked whether 4R would provide information setting out what they are doing, what they intend to achieve and what limitations exist, so that this could be shared with parishioners. 4R agreed to provide this. The Chairman also asked that traffic matters be prioritised. The representatives confirmed they would liaise with the Clerk and take these points back to their office for further consideration. The Chairman thanked them for attending.
07	FINANCE MATTERS:
1) To approve following payments:
a) MJ Backhouse 			£289.28
b) Simply Cleaning			£336
c) North Yorkshire Council		£70
The above payments were approved.
2) To consider the precept for Financial Year 2026/27
The Council considered the precept for the Financial Year 2026/27. The Chairman advised that the current precept level was sufficient, with substantial reserves available. A parishioner asked why the precept had been raised from £12,000 to £15,000 in the previous year and expressed concern that the reserves were too high, suggesting that the precept could be reduced. The Chairman responded that the level of the precept should reflect the planned expenditure for the coming year.
The parishioner noted that Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds could contribute to planned expenditure and that unspent CIL funds could be lost if not allocated. They also highlighted that the recent approval of a 32-dwelling development may generate additional CIL funds in the future. 
Cllr Costello asked for clarification on what CIL funds could be used for, and Cllr Flint noted there are restrictions but that the matter could be reviewed. Cllr Costello also raised concerns regarding potential costs associated with the neighbourhood development plan. Cllr Flint emphasised that available funds should be considered for spending to prevent them from being lost. The Clerk provided an update on the accounts up to the end of the second quarter. 
Following discussion, it was resolved to set the precept at £10,000 for the Financial Year 2026/27.
a) To discuss repairs to village furniture

Cllr Costello reported that during a recent walk around the village he had noticed several benches in need of maintenance, particularly with rotting legs on wooden benches, and asked who was responsible for them. A parishioner noted that while the parish had replaced many benches with recycled materials, some donated timber benches remained. It was suggested that ownership of these benches should be confirmed, and the owners given the opportunity to repair or replace them. It was resolved that Cllr Costello would take photographs of the benches in question.
Parishioners are reminded that any memorial or donated wooden benches are the responsibility of those who requested them to be installed, and they should make arrangements to maintain or repair them as necessary.
b) To discuss upgrades to the Parish Rooms

Cllr Costello explained that this item was included on the agenda with the Pre-School in mind, particularly regarding the boiler due to the high expenditure recorded last year. He asked whether the installation of solar panels or an air source heat pump might be possible through grants. A parishioner also raised concerns regarding the garden and the fence, which may require repair. It was resolved to obtain quotes for the boiler. Cllr Costello also raised the possibility of installing a new kitchen, but it was agreed that this could be considered at a later date.
08	To receive updates on outstanding actions from previous meetings not covered elsewhere on the agenda.	
	a) To consider an update on the fencing on Malt Kiln Lane and bridge parapet on Main Street
Cllr Costello asked whether the Council considered the fence on Malt Kiln Lane to be the responsibility of the household, noting that the owners would need to be contacted regarding potential safety issues if this were the case. A parishioner suggested that the Highways Authority may be responsible, as the watercourse pre-dated the houses. The Chairman queried whether responsibility lay with the Drainage Board, and it was clarified that their remit only covers clearance of the watercourse. It was resolved that the Clerk would write to Highways regarding both the fence and the bridge parapet. A parishioner added that if the structure is dangerous, Environmental Health may have authority to require the owner to take action or to intervene directly.
b) To consider an update from Cllr Thomas on the status of additional waste bins in the village
Cllr Thomas reported that he was still awaiting a response regarding pricing. Cllr Flint raised a concern about bin emptying arrangements and stated that this issue should be resolved before any new bins are installed.
09	PLANNING; to consider planning decision notification(s).
	a) APP/U2750/W/25/3367345 (ZG2024/0697/OUTM)
	Proposal: Outline application to include access (all other matters reserved) for the erection of up to 32 no. dwellings, amenity space, access road and footways, drainage infrastructure, and other associated works,
	Location: Land Off Colton Lane Appleton Roebuck
	Appeal Decision: Granted	
	Cllr Costello expressed concern that the planning inspector’s decision raises questions regarding the Parish Council’s role in the planning process. He stated that he was surprised that an independent inspector had approved the application, noting that it appeared to follow government directives for new housing. He also expressed disappointment that Cllr Lees had not attended the relevant meeting. A parishioner noted that North Yorkshire Council had not supported the appeal, as the village was not considered sustainable, and had submitted a detailed report. The parishioner asked whether the Parish Council could approach North Yorkshire Council to explore whether any further action could be taken. Cllr Costello raised additional concerns regarding how such decisions are overturned.
	b) ZG2025/0951/FUL
	Proposal: Sub divide existing dwelling into two properties, with minor alterations and extensions
Location: The Greenings, Bond Lane, Appleton Roebuck
Decision: Granted
The above decision was noted. 
10	PLANNING; to consider planning application consultation notification(s).
	a) ZG2025/0632/FUL
PROPOSAL: Change of use of Agricultural land to use for the siting of solar panels to generate power for Woolas Grange.
LOCATION: Woolas Grange Farm, Malt Kiln Lane, Appleton Roebuck.
The parishioner who raised the item confirmed that the application had been withdrawn.

11	To consider an update on traffic safety in the Parish. 
	a) To discuss the provision of Smiley SIDs

The Chairman noted that the cost of a Smiley SID was £5,500 and asked 4R for their input. Cllr Costello suggested contacting Highways to explore the possibility of borrowing equipment. It was resolved that the Clerk would make the necessary enquiries with Highways.
b) To consider an update from the Traffic Commissioner regarding an application from Celkom

Following correspondence with Martin Smith, it was noted that the Parish Council’s concerns regarding external traffic fall outside the remit of the Traffic Commissioner’s licence consideration.
12	To consider an update on a new children’s play area in Appleton Roebuck

The Chairman reported that a letter had been received from the Diocese and that a further letter was expected in due course. No further update was available at this stage.
13	To consider an update on the further development on the land adjacent to Ebor Park.
A parishioner read out an update that had been sent on 5th November, which had unfortunately arrived too late to be included in the November meeting. He reported that there had been little activity in recent weeks following the felling of several ash and oak trees on both the neighbouring land and around the pond area behind the homes at the top end of Ebor Park.

He noted that two representatives from the Forestry Commission had conducted an investigation on the adjacent land, spray marking a number of tree stumps and indicating that there was likely sufficient evidence that licence conditions had been breached. No further updates had been received from the Forestry Commission.

On 27th October, he had spoken with a representative from ProHort Horticulture Managed, who had visited the neighbouring land. The representative advised that their company had been instructed by George White Planning, presumably on behalf of the landowner, to conduct a survey for invasive plant species. Although the vehicle was signwritten with “Japanese Knotweed Investigations,” he confirmed there was no evidence of knotweed on the land.
The parishioner also reported checking the North Yorkshire Council website, which showed no planning application had yet been submitted. The site owner continued to liaise with the Police regarding the reinstatement of a fence removed in May and potential prosecution for criminal damage if the landowner failed to comply voluntarily.

The parishioner concluded that the situation remained under observation. The Chairman thanked him for providing the update.

14	To consider the new Neighborhood Development Plan.
	Cllr Costello explained that he had requested this item for the agenda but suggested it may be best to defer consideration until the next meeting. Cllr Flint agreed, noting the need for a working party to develop the plan and the time and costs involved. The Chairman questioned whether, in light of recent events, producing the plan would be worthwhile given the potential limitations on its impact.
A parishioner agreed, commenting that it felt discouraging to proceed when the national plan indicated it would not consider policies over five years old, though they noted that potential funding and grant opportunities could still be explored. Cllr Costello agreed that while developing a plan could risk being a waste of time, any plan would require continual updating. He also suggested contacting the local councillor and Member of Parliament to gauge whether the plan would have practical value.
It was resolved to defer consideration of the Neighbourhood Development Plan and to invite the local councillor and MP to the next meeting.
15	To consider engagement with Yorkshire Water.
	Cllr Costello explained that this item had been added to the agenda following the appeal for the 32-dwelling development. He raised concerns about whether Yorkshire Water would be improving the infrastructure in the surrounding area and referenced a recent issue in the village, which suggested there may be broader drainage and water supply concerns. Cllr Costello emphasised the need for the Parish Council to engage with Yorkshire Water to understand future plans for the area. He also suggested liaising with Bolton Percy Parish Council, as issues in one area may have impacts on the other. It was resolved that the Clerk would write to Yorkshire Water to request information on their future plans.
16	To consider correspondence including late items. 
	Concerns were raised regarding a wall that had been constructed, potentially on common land outside the White House. It was clarified that the wall was not built on common land and that it had been approved as part of the planning application.  
17	To receive and discuss parishioners’ comments.

	There were none.
18	Date of next meeting:

Wednesday 7th January 2026.
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