
APPLETON ROEBUCK AND ACASTER SELBY PARISH COUNCIL
www.appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk.
Clerk to the Council: Mr Jake Harrison, Parish Rooms, Daw Lane,
Appleton Roebuck, YO23 7BL
E-mail: clerk@appletonroebuckandacasterselby-pc.gov.uk
Telephone: 01904 744359
Minutes of the proceedings of the Appleton Roebuck and Acaster Selby Parish Council meeting held in the Parish Rooms at 7.30p.m. on Wednesday 3rd September 2025.
PRESENT:
	Cllr. Robertshaw (Chairman), Cllr. Flint (Vice Chairman), Cllr. Costello, Cllr. Shirt, Cllr. Smith, and the Clerk.	

01	To receive apologies for absence.
	Apologies were received from Cllr. Thomas.
02	To receive declarations of interest.
	Cllr. Smith declared an interest in items 5(b) and 7(a).
03	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd July 2025 as a true and accurate record.
	It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd July 2025 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.
04	To consider matters arising from the above minutes.
	There were no matters arising.
05	FINANCE MATTERS:
1) To approve following payments:
a) Jim Davis				£100
b) Vestar Group			£49
c) Moorland Garden Services 	£660
d) Simply Cleaning			£378
e) Moorland Garden Services 	£588.50
f) Eastern Counties Fire Protection	£47.52
g) Simply Cleaning 			£378
h) PKF Littlejohn			£252
It was resolved to approve the above payments.
06	To receive updates on outstanding actions from previous meetings not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
	The matter of the wooden handrail/fence on Malt Kiln Lane was discussed. The Clerk had written to the Drainage Board, and Cllr. Costello confirmed that this was not their responsibility. It was resolved for the Clerk to make further enquiries to establish ownership and contact North Yorkshire Highways accordingly.		
07	PLANNING; to consider planning decision notification(s).
	a) ZG2025/0473/FUL
Proposal: Installation of replacement windows and rear doors at 1 and 3
Location: Lindale House, 1 Southfield Grange, Appleton Roebuck
Decision: Granted
The above planning decision was noted.
08	PLANNING; to consider planning application consultation notification(s).
	a) ZG2025/0650/FUL
PROPOSAL: Change of use of agricultural land to garden and part conversion of outbuilding to form garage (retrospective)
LOCATION: 3 Roebuck Barracks, Green Lane, Appleton Roebuck
b) ZG2025/0651/FUL
PROPOSAL: Change of use of agricultural land to garden and part conversion of outbuilding to form garage (retrospective)
LOCATION: 4 Roebuck Barracks, Green Lane, Appleton Roebuck
Applications (a) and (b) were considered together. It was noted that similar proposals had previously been discussed by the Council. Cllr. Flint expressed concern at the number of retrospective applications being submitted by the same applicant. It was resolved for the Parish Council to object to both applications, reiterating previous comments submitted.
A late consultation item was raised:
Application Reference: ZG2025/0800/FUL – Also at Roebuck Barracks.
Discussion took place regarding the maximum number of dwellings permitted on the land, with Cllr. Flint and Cllr. Costello noting that this appeared to have already been reached. Concerns were also raised about the proposal to retain existing external walls, and the wider potential for future development within the Green Belt. Cllr. Flint reported that she and Cllr. Shirt had met with the developers, who had indicated ambitions for further expansion. A parishioner present expressed similar frustrations. The Clerk will request an extension to allow the application to be fully considered at the October meeting.
c) ZG2025/0692/ HPA
PROPOSAL: Erection of small single storey side extension (side porch), alterations to existing garden room, replacement of existing closed boarded 1.8m high boundary fence with brick and pier wall and closed boarded timber infills to 1.8m high and erection of single storey lean-to storage space to the existing outbuilding 
LOCATION: Milner Cottage, 1 Fairfax Close, Appleton Roebuck
Cllr. Costello reported that the proposed extension sits below the adjacent Methodist Church window. A neighbour had raised concerns regarding drainage. The applicant confirmed that guttering would be installed to connect to existing drainage, with a soakaway well already in place and any overspill directed into the sewage system. A 600mm maintenance gap had been confirmed by the architect. Councillors considered the proposal an improvement overall, though noted the lack of comment from the Methodist Church. It was resolved that the Parish Council raised no objections to this application.
d) 2022/0150/FUL
PROPOSAL: Demolition of three post war single storey buildings and construction of a new single storey building housing four commercial units 
LOCATION: Brockett Industrial Estate Broad Lane Appleton Roebuck
The Council revisited its original objection from 2022 regarding the potential increase in HGV traffic on unsuitable roads. It was agreed that while the Parish Council is supportive of small business units, the highways concerns remain. It was resolved that the Parish Council will reiterate its previous comments but raise no objection at this time.
09	To consider an update from Cllr. Smith on traffic safety in the Parish.
	a) To include HGV’s travelling through the village and other road safety items. 
	Cllr. Smith reported that there was little further update from the previous meeting. He had contacted North Yorkshire Highways regarding the 20mph zone and was informed that, while the matter is in hand, no progress is likely in the near future due to workload pressures. The yellow line proposals remain in the same bracket. In response to a query from Cllr. Costello, no new information was available regarding Celkom, although it was understood that NYCC had met with them.
Cllr. Costello asked about 4R, noting that their deployment notice is due to expire shortly, and raised concerns about increased traffic, particularly tractors and trailers on Daw Lane. He noted that the Environment Agency had asked residents to log any issues which could be considered detrimental. He stressed that the Parish Council should be more directly involved, as he himself had made numerous complaints as a resident.
The Chairman asked whether any new incidents had been reported, to which Cllr. Smith replied that only a minor personal issue had been raised. Councillors observed that HGV traffic had noticeably shifted towards Bishopthorpe instead. Parishioners present voiced concerns about Celkom’s practices, including possible breaches of their Operator’s Licence. It was acknowledged, however, that once an O Licence is in place there is little the Parish Council can do. It was resolved that Cllr. Smith will make contact with the Copmanthorpe Action Group to establish if they are aware of any further developments.
10	To consider an update from Cllr. Smith on a new children’s play area in Appleton Roebuck.
Cllr. Smith presented the results of the parish poll: 222 responses were received, with 89% in support of a new play area and 80% supportive of the proposed location. He considered this to provide a clear mandate to proceed. Comments received raised concerns regarding proximity to the church, potential noise, antisocial behaviour, and parking. Highways had indicated that the location could be acceptable provided conditions such as dropped kerbs were met.
122 written comments were submitted, the majority supportive, with some residents even offering donations. An independent land valuation placed the parcel of land required for the play area at £6,269, with the remainder valued at £23,731. Councillors Robertshaw and Flint emphasised the need to clarify to parishioners that not all land further down was included in the proposal.
The Chairman and Cllr. Smith had met with a planning officer to discuss viability. The officer’s feedback was cautiously positive but raised concerns about the proximity to the listed church. Cllr. Smith will prepare draft drawings and concepts for review at a later stage. It was resolved that Cllr. Smith will present the three key summaries to the Church in response to the last correspondence, to progress discussions further.
Cllr. Flint noted that alternative sites, such as the village green, had been suggested but explained that legislation prevents common land from being enclosed or built upon. The Chairman thanked Cllr. Smith for his considerable efforts. A preliminary design exercise indicated an estimated cost of the play equipment only at circa £37,000, based on similar facilities in other villages.
11	To consider an update from Cllr. Thomas on the status of more waste bins in the Parish.
	In Cllr. Thomas’s absence, the Chairman relayed his written update. The request for additional and revised bins had been passed from NYCC to Selby District Council, but no substantive progress had been made despite repeated chasers in May, July, and the preceding week. Specific requests included revising the dog bin at Holme Green to a combined litter/dog bin and installing a further bin on Malt Kiln Lane prior to Woolas Grange.
Cllr. Thomas had sought cost estimates to allow funds to be ringfenced but had not received a response. He expressed considerable frustration at the lack of communication and service, contrasting this with more effective engagement in previous years.
An update was also sought on Colton Bridge. NYCC had advised there was no requirement for a bin, and further confirmed that even if the Parish Council purchased one, they would not service it. Parishioners expressed frustration at the ongoing litter problem, noting that they regularly fill bin bags with waste, including dangerous items such as glass and canisters. Concerns were also raised about litter in nearby farmland. It was resolved that the Clerk will press NYCC further and also raise the matter with the local PCSO, including a request for a temporary camera to monitor the site.
12	To consider correspondence from a parishioner regarding further development on the land adjacent to Ebor Park.
	A parishioner reported that over the bank holiday weekend contractors had felled a mature oak tree on the site, despite a request for a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) having been submitted and acknowledged in May. When enquiries were made after the felling, the Council had no record of the TPO. The landowner had stated that the tree was diseased, but the parishioner questioned this explanation based on research into the disease cited.
The parishioner further reported that the landowner had shared draft plans indicating an intention to install up to six park homes for over-50s, similar to the existing Ebor Park. Concerns were raised regarding whether a stop notice had been breached, although the planning officer had indicated that it had not. Correspondence remains ongoing with Forestry England regarding the felling of the trees.
Questions were raised regarding rights of access through Ebor Park. It was reported that the adjacent land does not benefit from such access, and the Ebor Park landowner is now working with the authorities to establish fencing to prevent potential future issues. The Council noted the concerns raised and agreed to continue monitoring the situation closely.
13	To consider correspondence including late items.  
	a) Application ZG2025/0800/FUL had already been discussed under the Planning item, alongside applications (a) and (b).

b) Correspondence was received from the Pre-School Group outlining concerns over escalating running costs. The Chairman read the letter to members. It was agreed that the matter should be considered in full at the October meeting, and the Clerk will contact the Chairman and Treasurer of the Pre-School to invite them to attend and present further details.
14	To receive and discuss parishioners’ comments.

A parishioner raised concerns about traffic speed outside Colton Bridge, particularly in relation to motorcycles travelling at high speeds, reportedly around 60mph, and causing near misses with refuse collection teams. The bin collectors have threatened to stop collecting bins directly from properties due to safety concerns, requiring residents to drag them to the end of Colton Lane. The parishioner reported personally observing the situation and speaking to a resident who had witnessed another potentially serious incident. It was believed that the motorcycles may originate from a nearby dealership or garage.
The Chairman asked whether the matter had been reported to the police or highways authorities, which it had not, but the parishioner confirmed they would do so following the meeting. Cllr. Flint suggested residents check the North Yorkshire Council website to see if assisted collections could be arranged for elderly residents to avoid risks associated with moving bins to the roadside.

15	Date of next meeting:

Wednesday 1st October 2025. 

Meeting Finished – 9.02pm
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