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Minutes of the proceedings of the Appleton Roebuck and Acaster Selby Parish Council meeting held in the Parish Rooms at 7-30pm. on Wednesday 2nd April 2025.
PRESENT:
	Cllr. Flint Chairman, Cllr. Robertshaw, Cllr. Smith; Cllr Thomas, Cllr. Shirt; Clerk.	
	Public: 
	The Chairman welcomed all present and outlined the guidelines for members of the public attending Parish Council meetings. These guidelines are available on the notice board located in the Parish Rooms.
01	To receive apologies for absence.
	There were none.
02	To receive declarations of interest.
	Cllr. Shirt declared an interest in Item 10 on the agenda.
03	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 5th March 2025 as a true and accurate record.
	The minutes were confirmed as a true and accurate record.
04	To consider matters arising from the above minutes.
	There were none.
05	FINANCE MATTERS:
1) To approve following payments:
a) O’Connor Plumbing & Heating 		£354
b) Simply Cleaning				£336
c) YLCA Membership				£364
The above payments were all approved.
2) To consider the 4th quarter banking resolution.
The Clerk advised that, as of the end of the financial year, the Parish Council’s finances were approximately £2,850 in surplus. However, this figure does not take into account an anticipated outgoing of £2,500 for the installation of safety railings. Additionally, the Clerk reported an extra £1,100 had been accrued in interest over the course of the year due to the switch to online banking. 
06	PLANNING; to consider planning decision notification(s).
	a) ZG2024/1297/HPA  
PROPOSAL: Installation of 19 photovoltaic (PV) solar panels on the roof of the property, with 9 panels on the front elevation and 10 panels on the rear elevation
LOCATION: Milner Cottage , 1 Fairfax Close, Appleton Roebuck
DECISION: GRANTED
The above decision was noted.
b) ZG2024/1191/TPO
PROPOSAL: Application for consent to crown reduce by drawing back the branches by approximately 2m around the crown and all pruning cuts made to new growth points to 1No Sycamore tree covered by TPO 11/2024 in the conservation area 
LOCATION: Ashlea Main Street Appleton Roebuck
DECISION: REFUSED
The above decision was noted.
07	PLANNING; to consider planning application consultation notification(s).
	a) ZG2024/1261/HPA
	PROPOSAL: Detached garage conversion to annexe with link extension to main dwelling
LOCATION: 2 Westfield Drive, Appleton Roebuck, North Yorkshire
The Chairman expressed concern regarding the number of parking spaces provided in the proposed plans, noting uncertainty as to whether the designated area could accommodate three vehicles. However, it was emphasised that these concerns were minor, and there were no further objections to the application.
b) ZG2025/0217/HPA
PROPOSAL: Demolition of existing conservatory and garage and the erection of a two-storey side extension
LOCATION: 18 North Field Way, Appleton Roebuck, YO23 7EA
The Parish Council noted the application with no objections.
c) ZG2024/1063/OUT
PROPOSAL: Outline application for residential development including access and layout (all other matters reserved)
LOCATION: Land Adjacent Therncroft Malt Kiln Lane Appleton Roebuck
The Chairman reported that a total of six objections had been received to date, including the Parish Council’s own objection. North Yorkshire Highways and the Drainage Board had submitted comments indicating that specific conditions must be met, and Yorkshire Water had also raised objections due to current infrastructure concerns. It was resolved for the Clerk to write to the planning authority to re-iterate the Parish Council’s previous objections and to confirm that there are no further comments to add at this time.
d) ZG2025/0281/HPA
PROPOSAL: Erection of single storey side extension
LOCATION: Ferry Farm Bungalow, Back Lane, Acaster Selby
The above application was noted with no objections.
e) ZG2025/0296/HPA
PROPOSAL: Two storey rear extension including internal alterations and replacing of existing fence with a brick wall at the rear
LOCATION: The White House, Main Street, Appleton Roebuck
The above application was noted with no objections.
08	To consider an update of the status of HGV’s travelling through Appleton Roebuck, including issues with grass verges, passing places and road safety.
	Cllr. Smith provided an update following his correspondence with North Yorkshire Highways regarding the ongoing issues of HGVs travelling through the village, including the impact on grass verges, lack of passing places, and general road safety concerns. He reported that he had received an email that morning confirming that both the request for a 20mph speed limit and the need for road markings outside the school had been acknowledged and logged. Highways confirmed that these matters are currently in their system for review and will be considered over the coming weeks.
09	To consider an update on a new children’s play area in Appleton Roebuck.
	Cllr. Smith reported that he had received a response from the Archdeacon regarding the potential use of land at the church for a new children’s play area. While the Archdeacon had no objections in principle, they believe that the matter ultimately lies with the Parochial Church Council (PCC). It was clarified that the land cannot be gifted, only sold, and any associated legal and surveyor fees would need to be borne by the Parish Council in assessing feasibility.
The Chairman recalled that the land may have been purchased by the Parish over 50 years ago in an agreement involving the then-vicar and other local parties. This historical context may raise concerns when the matter is brought before the PCC.
Cllr. Smith stated that the next steps would include design proposals, procurement of play equipment, obtaining planning permission, and conducting a public consultation. The Chairman raised a concern about the long-term maintenance of the play area. Cllr. Smith responded that maintenance is typically managed by the supplying companies.
10 	To consider complaints of the foul aroma in the Parish. 
	The Chairman welcomed representatives from 4R Group, John and Paul, to provide clarification regarding recent complaints from residents concerning foul odours within the parish.
The Chairman invited the representatives to provide background on the operations. It was explained that the odours were linked to the land application of biosolids—treated sewage sludge—which is used as an agricultural fertiliser. This material is delivered to a local farm based at the former airfield. Upon arrival, the biosolids are tipped into a designated pre-treatment area and processed on-site by mixing with hydrated lime via a lime treatment plant. The treatment raises the pH level, rendering the product inhospitable to pathogens, and is then stockpiled in a post-treatment area before being distributed to farmland for application.
The representatives confirmed that the biosolids being processed at the site originated from Lancashire, due to a surplus of material in that region and a shortage of available agricultural land. In contrast, North Yorkshire provides suitable farmland for this process. It was also noted that the treatment operation has been running for approximately two months.

Cllr. Smith asked at what point during the treatment process the odours were most prevalent. The representatives confirmed that the most noticeable odours occur during the spreading phase, which typically happens twice a year, and only for a short duration.
A parishioner queried the volume of daily vehicle movements, to which the representatives responded that there are approximately four HGV deliveries per day. The parishioner also enquired whether 4R or the farmer held the Environment Agency licence and requested a copy of the relevant deployment code. The representatives confirmed that 4R hold a mobile treatment permit issued by the Environment Agency and agreed to share the documentation with the Clerk.
Further concerns were raised by parishioners regarding the intensity of the smell, with one describing it as “unlike anything experienced before,” and likening it to the smell of decomposition. Another parishioner, who is also a farmer, expressed that although he understood the economic and agricultural rationale, he would not personally accept this type of biosolid on his own land due to the smell. He suggested that alternative treatments, such as those used by Yorkshire Water, result in significantly less odour and should be considered.
The Chairman acknowledged the impact of the smell on the community while also recognising the difficult position farmers currently face. She confirmed that the Parish Council was not previously consulted on the activity and reiterated the importance of transparency and community engagement.
Cllr. Smith questioned whether the material was being processed solely for use on the host farm or if it was a commercial operation. It was clarified that while some of the treated material is used on-site, a significant portion is distributed to other local farms. Cllr. Smith raised further concern about the impact of additional HGV movements on the village, particularly in light of existing issues related to road safety and vehicle volume. It was noted that four HGVs per day pass through the village as part of this operation.
Parishioners queried the necessity of year-round processing if the product is only spread biannually. The representatives responded that biosolids are stockpiled in anticipation of spreading seasons and are not emitting odour when stored post-treatment.
Questions were also raised regarding the suitability of the product for use on different crop types, particularly root crops. The representatives confirmed that while biosolids can be applied to such crops, there is a required stand-off period of 10 months. Additional health concerns were voiced by a parishioner, to which the 4R representatives responded that the treatment is standard practice and compliant with regulations.
Cllr. Smith challenged the classification of the licence as a “mobile plant permit,” suggesting that the scale and permanence of the operation appeared inconsistent with the definition. The representatives stated that the permit was valid for one year and would expire in September 2025. The Chairman requested that a copy of the permit be shared with the Clerk for council review.
A parishioner queried whether road impact and HGV traffic had been properly considered as part of this operation. Cllr. Smith advised that the Parish Council is currently awaiting a formal response from North Yorkshire Council regarding HGV limits in the village and expected an update shortly.
The Chairman concluded by stating that while the current meeting was held to clarify concerns about the odour, future meetings may be required should the issue persist or intensify.
11	To consider issues with dog waste bins in Appleton Roebuck.
	Cllr. Thomas reported that two or three residents had approached him regarding the lack of dog waste bins in the village. He proposed that additional bins be installed, particularly one at Holme Green and potentially another near the school. It was noted that currently there are only two dog waste bins in Appleton Roebuck.
The Chairman acknowledged that this issue has been raised previously. He reiterated that, in cases where bins are overflowing, residents can contact North Yorkshire Council, who generally respond promptly to empty them. However, the Chairman expressed the view that the more pressing issue is individuals failing to pick up after their dogs, and was skeptical that additional bins would have a significant impact.
The Chairman noted that they had already sent temporary spray paint to the school to highlight fouling, and Cllr. Smith added that the situation had since improved, helped in part by signage the school had added to its railings.
Cllr. Thomas maintained the case for a bin at Holme Green, given the current lack of facilities and the distance to the nearest one. He suggested a location between Watson Garth and Bond Lane could also be effective. He also noted that people are currently leaving bagged waste on the ground. It was resolved to obtain a quotation for a new bin, and Cllr. Smith agreed to follow this up. A parishioner also supported the idea of a general waste bin at Holme Green, noting it may reduce littering in the area, especially by the bench.
12	To consider correspondence including late items.
	A parishioner approached the Chairman with concerns regarding inconsiderate parking in Post Office Square. While the parishioner did not wish for parking to be prohibited, they requested that residents park more considerately. It was noted that recent oil and other deliveries had been unable to access properties due to poor parking, and there was concern about potential access issues in the event of an emergency.
Cllr. Robertshaw also raised an issue regarding school-time parking on the grassed island in the centre of the village, which is resulting in damage to the grass.
It was resolved for the Clerk include a reminder in the minutes urging residents to park considerately in Post Office Square and to refrain from parking on grassed areas, particularly during school pick-up times, to help preserve the village environment and maintain access for essential services.
13	To receive and discuss parishioners’ comments.
	
	There were none.
14	Date of next meeting:

Wednesday 7th May 2025.
Meeting finished 8.26pm
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