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Minutes of the proceedings of the Appleton Roebuck and Acaster Selby Parish Council meeting held in the Parish Rooms at 7-30pm. on Wednesday 8th January 2025.
PRESENT:
	Cllr. Flint Chairman, Cllr. Robertshaw, Cllr. Smith; Clerk.	
	Public: 9
01	To receive apologies for absence.
	Cllr. Shirt.
02	To receive declarations of interest.
	There were none.
03	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 8th January 2025 as a true and accurate record.
	The minutes were confirmed as a true and accurate record.
04	To consider matters arising from the above minutes.
	The Chairman mentioned that the gate at the Parish Rooms is now off its hinges. The Clerk has obtained quotes and it will be repaired before the next meeting.
05	FINANCE MATTERS:
1) To approve following payments:
a) Royal British Legion		£39.98
b) Simply Cleaning			£378
The above payments were approved.
06	PLANNING; to consider planning decision notification(s).
	1) ZG2024/1190/CPE	
	PROPOSAL: Lawful development certificate for existing use of land as residential garden area in association with Draycotts.
LOCATION: Draycotts Back Lane Acaster Selby YO23 7BP
DECISION: Granted.
The above planning decision was noted.
07	PLANNING; to consider planning application consultation notification(s).
	1) ZG2024/1297/HPA
	PROPOSAL: Installation of 19 photovoltaic (PV) solar panels on the roof of the property, with 9 panels on the front elevation and 10 panels on the rear elevation
LOCATION: Milner Cottage , 1 Fairfax Close, Appleton Roebuck.
The above consultation was noted without objection.
08	To consider an application for a new Parish Councillor.
The Chairman informed the council that a new application had been received to join the Parish Council. Alan Thomas was welcomed to the meeting, introduced himself, and was formally approved as a new Parish Councillor. Following this, Councillor Thomas took his seat and joined the meeting.
09	To consider an update of the status of HGV’s travelling through the village.
	Councillor Smith reported that he had contacted the police regarding a recent collision where a HGV struck a parked car outside Wheatley Cottages. He confirmed that an incident number had been provided. The Chairman added that she had also received an incident number in response to separate concerns submitted by a parishioner.
To address the ongoing issue of HGVs travelling through the village, Councillor Smith had contacted North Yorkshire Highways. The response from Highways outlined several updates. A budget exists for implementing 20mph limits around schools, which had not been previously known, and the request for such a limit in the village will be forwarded to the legal team in the coming weeks, dependent on workload. The request for yellow lines outside the church and at key junctions remains unchanged and will be sent for legal approval in the next financial year. The installation of pedestrian safety barriers, which had been approved in October, has been scheduled for the week beginning 17th February 2025. Regarding the restriction of HGV movements during peak school hours, no changes have been proposed at this stage, though the matter will also be forwarded for legal review in the next financial year.
The Chairman raised additional concerns, particularly regarding increased HGV activity since Celkom took over a building in the area. A recent article by Councillor Chris Stewart of Copmanthorpe addressed similar concerns. Councillor Stewart has since written to Keane Duncan, expressing further worries about the situation.
10	To consider the ongoing damage to the Village Green and grass verges in Appleton Roebuck.
	Councillor Smith reported that North Yorkshire Highways had stated that responsibility for the maintenance of the village green and grass verges does not fall under their remit and that there is no available budget for these works.
The Chairman acknowledged that the Parish Council needed to consider potential actions but noted that curbing the village green could be costly. Councillor Smith suggested waiting until the bridge at Bishopthorpe reopens in three weeks before deciding on further action. The Chairman also stressed the need to repair the land once the weather improves and suggested discussing alternative solutions with the village landscaper to improve the aesthetic and functional aspects of the area.
11	To consider to prospect of safe passing areas between Appleton Roebuck and Acaster Selby.
	The Chairman reported that Councillor Shirt had spoken with her brother, who had offered four farm gateways as potential passing places. However, there was uncertainty regarding how these would be surfaced. Councillor Robertshaw proposed contacting North Yorkshire Highways for further guidance, which Councillor Smith agreed to do.

A parishioner voiced concerns about accepting farm gateways as official passing places, fearing that if these were agreed upon, the Parish Council might struggle to secure more suitable, designated, and signposted passing places in the future. The issue of businesses using Daw Lane as a route out of the area was raised, with one parishioner expressing strong concerns about its unsuitability for heavy vehicles. There was also a discussion regarding the possibility of imposing a weight restriction on the route, though the Chairman noted that previous attempts to secure such a restriction had been unsuccessful.
Another concern was raised about a newly established waste management company on Acaster Airfield, which is believed to be using the route, further exacerbating the issue. A separate concern was expressed regarding potential damage and liability if stones were placed in the proposed passing places. It was ultimately resolved that the Parish Council would formally request designated passing places from North Yorkshire Highways, and Councillor Smith submitted this request during the meeting
12	To consider correspondence including late items.
	Councillor Smith reported difficulties in obtaining a response regarding the playground and requested that the Chairman provide details for the Archdeacon to clarify land ownership within the church grounds.
13	To receive and discuss parishioners’ comments.
A parishioner highlighted the importance of the village green, describing it as a valuable asset enjoyed by many within the community. Concerns were raised not only about the impact of Celkom but also about construction work in the area and a general lack of care for the green. The parishioner offered to fund land repairs through their business on the condition that the Parish Council supports the installation of bollards or barriers to prevent further damage. The Chairman was not opposed to this suggestion but stressed the need to establish ownership and liability before any action could be taken. The Chairman offered to investigate ownership to determine the options available.

Another parishioner reported that they had twice been forced to use the village green as an escape route to avoid HGVs. Councillor Smith raised the possibility of requesting a contribution from Celkom towards necessary repairs. The Chairman stated that fencing off the area may not be legally permissible but agreed that other protective measures should be explored. A request was made for businesses to be contacted and asked to ensure that their drivers do not use the village green for manoeuvring. A parishioner suggested that the primary issue is the 90-degree bend, which HGVs struggle to navigate without mounting the grass. The possibility of installing a physical obstruction was discussed as a means to deter HGVs from continuing to use this route. 

A request was made for more details regarding safety measures planned outside the school. Councillor Smith confirmed that a 16-metre safety barrier will be installed in the coming weeks, extending around the corner to provide better protection for students. Double yellow lines will also be introduced at the middle junction, positioned between the church and the Parish Rooms, to help improve traffic flow during peak hours. The 20mph speed limit will be introduced in the central area of the village, particularly around the school and pre-school, though the implementation date has yet to be confirmed. Following these measures, traffic patterns will be monitored to determine whether further action is necessary. A restriction on vehicle movements around the school during peak times is also under discussion, though additional details are awaited.

A parishioner enquired about the status of the Therncroft and Hillcrest planning applications. It was confirmed that no updates had been received by the Parish Council. The parishioner requested to be notified if the applications are scheduled to go before the Planning Committee. Another parishioner noted that both the Parish Council and an individual resident may have an opportunity to speak at the meeting should they wish to do so. Councillor Smith confirmed that notifications should be received if any objections have been raised and if updates become available.

The Chairman concluded the meeting by acknowledging the efforts being made to address these issues and encouraged parishioners to attend meetings and contribute in any way possible to support the community.
14	Date of next meeting:
Wednesday 5th March 2025 – Meeting finished at 8.18pm
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