Notes on meeting between representatives from Copmanthorpe Parish Council and Appleton Roebuck Parish Council on Tuesday 22nd August at 7.30pm in Howell Hall, Copmanthorpe

PRESENT:

Cllr Graham Auton

Chairman, Copmanthorpe PC




Cllr Mrs Megan Taylor




Cllr Chris Steward

Ward Councillor, Copmanthorpe




Cllr Mrs Janet Flint

Chairman, Appleton Roebuck PC




Four members of the public

Cllr Auton opened the meeting by welcoming Janet Flint who is chair of Appleton Roebuck Parish Council. Her colleague, Cllr John Robertshaw would have attended but he was unavoidably held up in M62 traffic. 

Cllr Auton outlined the position regarding Celcom, and the serious issue facing Copmanthorpe and other nearby villages affected by the massive increase in HGV traffic. 

Cllr Mrs Flint explained the problems that Appleton Roebuck were having, and her concerns regarding such large vehicles travelling through narrow village roads, especially near to the local school. Cllr Mrs Flint confirmed the Celkom attended a meeting of their Parish Council, and did agree to restrict operation during school drop down and pick up times. Cllr Auton said that when he met Celkom at their offices earlier this year, they categorically told him that no such arrangement had been made. Clearly they are not to be trusted.   

At this point, residents from Temple Lane asked if they could join the meeting to update us on developments. Although this meeting was not open to the public, Cllr Auton decided that it would do no harm, indeed it would be productive to learn of latest progress

Cllr Steward updated the meeting on the latest status of the Bishopthorpe Bridge repair which had been scheduled  for completion by the end of 2024. Despite his best effort to obtain a definitive answer, it looks as if it will be delayed but was unable to obtain revised date. He will however continue to seek confirmation and an amended completion date. Whilst this news was extremely disappointing and chard to understand, Graham explained that there were more pressing urgent issues. The Traffic Order which permits the current weight restriction on the Bishopthorpe bridge is due to expire on 6th March 2025.  At the end of these initial 18 months, any extension of the Order would have to be granted by the Department of Transport.

Cllr Mrs Flint noted that Appleton Roebuck is expected to take over 100 new houses in the not too distant future.  This additional construction traffic will only add to the numbers of large vehicles using the village roads.

The farm land owned by Mr Ibbotson has planning permission for a change of use to “distribution”. The development of the old  Ibbotson’s site at Acaster Fields is progressing, and it seems that Celkom intend to expand operations by moving from their current nearby location. There was some speculation that they could retain their current facilities and open an additional one. If they achieve this move, there is every chance that they will look to increase the licence to accommodate more trucks and more trailers. If previous history is any indicator, the licence could well be increased without any scrutiny or consideration of impact on local roads and villages, which would be disastrous. The meeting agreed that we must do everything in our power to prevent this, 

Martin Sledmore, a resident from Temple Lane then updated the meeting about their efforts to involve Humphrey Smith, This had been mentioned at a previous Copmanthorpe Parish Council meeting. They have been trying to contact Mr Smith’s assistant who apparently lives in Appleton Roebuck in an effort to get Mr Smith to intervene. 

The meeting once again emphasised the importance of an Action Group made up of residents from the villages affected. This needs people who are capable of research, who are action orientated and can form a cohesive plan to urgently address the immediate problems of the redeveloped Ibbotson’s site. Something similar to the Copmanthorpe Wind Farm Action Group that successfully defended that application in 2011. 
Cllr Auton and Cllr Mrs Flint both said that their respective Parish Councils would offer support, but would not be able to be more involved, largely due to pressures of operation with such a small number of Councillors. 

It will be necessary to seek help from the Traffic Commissioner, CYC and North Yorkshire Highways Departments, local MPs and the newly elected Mayor for the Combined Authority.

The meeting explored the possibility of a Public Meeting to raise awareness, and to seek out residents with the necessary expertise and experience to help our cause.  This could take the form of a Ward Meeting, arranged and chaired by Cllr Steward.  It is likely that not many residents are aware of the proposed expansion in Celkom’s activities. It must not be just a meeting of lots of angry people. This will achieve nothing. Cllr Auton suggested  that local residents in Copmanthorpe should be approached for help – Colin Mackie, David Woodward. Cllr Auton to provide contact details to Mr Sledmore
It appears that Celkom are now subcontracting some of their work, as there has been a noticeable increase in the number of plain white lorries coming through.  Is this allowed?  And would they be allowed to just move onto the new site on Mr Ibbotson’s land?

It is not clear whether Bishopthorpe PC are aware of this more imminent threat of increasing numbers of lorries.  Their non-attendance this evening, despite two invitations, suggests that they do not.

The involvement of the media was discussed, and it was agreed that the Action Group would take a decision on this after the initial meeting.

