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Minutes of the proceedings of the Appleton Roebuck and Acaster Selby Parish Council meeting held in the Parish Rooms at 7-30p.m. on Wednesday 7th August 2024.
PRESENT:
	Cllr. Flint Chairman, Cllr. Sykes, Cllr. Robertshaw, Cllr. Shirt; Cllr. Smith; Clerk.	
	Public: 24
01	To receive apologies for absence.
	There were none.
02	To receive declarations of interest.
	Cllr Robertshaw (Pecuniary) and Cllr Smith – Item 7a
03	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on Wednesday 27th June and Wednesday 3rd July 2024 as a true and accurate record.
	Both minutes were confirmed as a true and accurate record.
04	To consider matters arising from the above minutes.
	There were none.
05	FINANCE MATTERS:
1) To approve following payments:
a) O’Connor Plumbing & Heating		£240
b) Moorland Garden Services			£731.50
c) Simply Cleaning				£378
d) Clear Insurance Management		£1076.47
The above payments were approved.
2) To consider the first quarter 2024/2025 banking resolution.
The first quarter banking resolution was noted.
06	PLANNING; to consider planning decision notification(s).
	A) ZG2024/0471/HPA
Proposal: Alterations and single storey extension(s) to a residential property, wildlife pond, pergola and decking to the rear
Location: 7 Southfield Grange, Appleton Roebuck, North Yorkshire
Decision: GRANTED	
	The above planning decision was noted.
07	PLANNING; to consider planning application consultation notification(s).
	a) G2024/0663/HPA
PROPOSAL: Erection of single storey kitchen extension with adjacent re-roofing of existing single storey extension
LOCATION: River Cottage, Back Lane, Acaster Selby
Cllr. Robertshaw and Cllr. Smith left the room. The Parish Council had no objections. Cllr Robertshaw and Cllr. Smith rejoined the meeting.
b) ZG2024/0697/OUTM
PROPOSAL: Outline application to include access (all other matters reserved) for the erection of up to 32 no. dwellings, amenity space, access road and footways, drainage infrastructure, and other associated works 
LOCATION: Land Off, Colton Lane, Appleton Roebuck
The Chairman opened the discussion by noting that there had been nine objections to the application as of today. The Chairman assured parishioners that an extension had been granted by North Yorkshire Council until 15th August to allow for additional comments to be submitted.
Cllr. Smith stated his objection to the application, clarifying that whilst not the against development in principle, Cllr. Smith believes this particular proposal is unsustainable for the village. The Councillor highlighted that the location sits outside the village’s development limits and fundamentally changes the village's rural nature. The proposal for 32 dwellings represents a 9.2% increase over previous applications, a significant change that has not been matched by any corresponding changes to the village or development since the last submission. Cllr. Smith also pointed out the lack of public engagement, suggesting that the timing of the application submission during holiday periods might limit community input. It was further emphasized that 32 dwellings would alter the open context of the village and create an unbalanced housing mix that is not reflected in the application.
Additionally, Cllr. Smith criticized the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) submitted with the plan, arguing that the site is highly visible, especially from the higher approach into the village. He noted that the current sparse layout of the village would be replaced with a dense development that is not in keeping with the conservation area. He believes that if the development were approved, the density would need to be substantially reduced. The LVIA's characterization of the development as neutral was deemed incorrect by Cllr. Smith. He further mentioned the village's existing foul drainage issues, which the plan fails to address, and expressed concerns about the impact on the conservation area and proposed changes to the village's speed limit. While he would support the addition of a play area to enhance local amenities, any such additions should reflect the village's size rather than the development's size. Cllr. Smith also raised questions about the provision of affordable housing within the plan.
The Chairman added that previous applications for 28 dwellings on the same site had been quashed by the High Court through judicial review. Despite this, Selby proceeded with the local plan, although the area now falls under North Yorkshire. The Chairman pointed out the recent reduction in local services, such as the closure of the garage and pub, and the inadequacy of bus services. There were concerns about the recommendation to include electric vehicle chargers, with fears that it could strain the village's electricity supply. Until the issues with drainage and electricity are resolved, the Chairman felt unable to support any large-scale development.
Several parishioners voiced their concerns. One parishioner emphasised the lack of consultation on the new application, mirroring issues raised in previous discussions. They argued that this lack of engagement violates the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, which mandates full consultation on developments affecting the village’s size or character. Another parishioner raised issues about access and parking, predicting that the new development would exacerbate roadside parking and traffic problems. Concerns were also expressed about ongoing foul drainage issues, with one parishioner noting that these problems have worsened over time and were not addressed in the current proposal.
Another parishioner questioned the development's compatibility with the existing neighbourhood development plan, valid until 2027, suggesting that the proposal did not meet the plan's criteria. The ownership of the adjoining field by the applicant raised worries about potential future expansions. Cllr. Smith recommended that the planners review the last judicial review. Additionally, there were technical issues with the server at Selby, delaying document uploads and prompting parishioners to email their objections directly. The meeting was informed that the York Press advertisement provided a 21-day comment period from 25th July 2024. Concerns about the local school's capacity to handle additional children from the development were also mentioned. A parishioner urged others to submit objections to add weight to the collective opposition.
The Parish Council resolved to object to the planning application ZG2024/0697/OUTM. The clerk was instructed to compile comments from parishioners and councillors and send a formal letter of objection to the planners, incorporating all the points raised during the meeting.
c) ZG2024/0710/HPA
PROPOSAL: Erection of new outbuilding for storage
LOCATION: Draycotts, Back Lane, Acaster Selby
The Parish Council agreed to formally object to the above planning application. After careful consideration, both the Chairman and Councillors unanimously believe that the proposed development is not in keeping with the character of the village and is more suited to commercial use rather than residential purposes.
The application indicates that the land is not yet prepared for development; however, they believe this to be inaccurate. There are strong indications that the land is already prepared, which raises concerns about the transparency and accuracy of the information provided in the application.
Given these issues, the Parish Council has resolved to object to the application.
08	To consider correspondence regarding the works on Bishopthorpe bridge.
	Please see comments on item 9.
09 	To consider further concerns regarding HGV traffic through Appleton Roebuck & Acaster Selby.
Chairman – propose both items 8 and 9 are pushed to the September meeting as we have been advised to confer with Copmanthorpe Parish Council as they are in a similar situation caused by the weight restriction on the bridge. They have tried their best to find a solution but have struggled and suggest as we are having the same problems to have a joint approach. This meet will be before the our own September meeting. Parishioner gave a further example of a Celkon HGV speeding aroudn a blind corner narrowly missing themselves and a number of cyclists. Chairman highlighted dangers of pedestrians again and their speed. Resolved.

10 	To consider a quote received for replacing the external archive room door at the Parish Rooms.
The Chairman stated that amongst existing alterations, the next job is to fix the external Parish Room door as it is in a state of disrepair. It is required as the office/archive can only be accessed outside of preschool hours mid-week. It was resolved to get two more quotes before proceeding. 
11	To consider the formal resignation of Ben Sykes as a Parish Councilor.
	Ben has agreed to stay on for the foreseeable future until the vacancy is filled.
	It was resolved to accept Cllr. Sykes resignation.
12	To consider correspondence including late items.	
One councilor reported receiving a call from a concerned parishioner regarding an incident that occurred recently. The incident involved two children who were allegedly shouted at and sworn at. The councilor expressed concern, noting that since the Parish Council had agreed to install the football nets in the area, it might be appropriate to request that our PCSO (Police Community Support Officer) conduct more frequent visits to the village. There is also a possibility that CCTV footage exists from the house of the individual accused of the shouting, which raises further concerns. The Chairman acknowledged the potential seriousness of the situation but stated that it is not something the Parish Council should involve itself in.
13	To receive and discuss parishioners’ comments.

A parishioner raised the issue of footpaths in the village, particularly noting that some were repaired last year by North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC). It was mentioned that NYCC had promised to return this year to re-surface areas on Main Street and outside The Roebuck Inn, but this has not yet been done. The parishioner expressed dissatisfaction, describing the current state as a disgrace to the village and its conservation area. The Chairman suggested that the Parish Council would contact NYCC again to follow up on the promised work.

Another parishioner expressed concern about overgrown bushes encroaching on the footpath. The Chairman suggested that concerned residents might consider speaking directly to the individuals responsible for the bushes, as this could potentially resolve the issue. Additionally, it was suggested that the matter could be addressed in the Parish Magazine to raise awareness.

A further concern was raised regarding an overgrown hedge that is obstructing the footpath outside the school. Cllr. Smith volunteered to contact the headteacher to address the issue.

14	Date of next meeting:
Wednesday 4th September 2024

Meeting Finished – 8.40pm
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