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Dear Sirs,

Leeds East Airport Proposal Consultation
Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the above consultation. The Parish Council object to the proposal on the following grounds:
1. The safety case for the introduction of RNP (Required Navigation Performance), approach procedures is based on using the EGNOS Satellite System, which reduces the Hazards identified: 
• Mid Air Collision 
• Controlled Flight into Terrain 
• Runway Collision or Excursion, 
• Loss of Control.
 
Unfortunately, the EGNOS will not be available after 25 June 2021 as the UK has left the EU, therefore increasing the number of flights into Leads East Airport will increase the chances of an aircraft related accident. 
The fall-back position of using the LNAV system, a basic two-dimensional guidance system should only be used in VFR (Visual Flight Rules), and is totally unsatisfactory for an airport in the North of England trying to operate a commercial airline, where the pilots will be under pressure to reduce operating costs.
Therefore the risks have not been reduced, by the application of mitigating operating procedures, to an acceptable level because:
a. The approach for Runway 24 takes the aircraft directly overhead Acaster Selby and there is no circuit height reference given at this point. Obviously, there is concern given the basic system that is being used to guide the aircraft.
b. Both York and Rufforth are used as Turning Points by gliders from many parts of the country, Yorkshire Gliding Club at Sutton Bank, which is about twenty-five miles North of Rufforth is also a seven-day operation.
York area airspace is used by Light aircraft and gliders and the Rufforth York Gliding Centre have highlighted an area to the North of Appleton Roebuck as having an increased risk of a Mid-Air collision.

2. Leeds East Airport contacted over three hundred consultees and yet only arranged one two-hour consultation workshop for stakeholders on 14 April 1000 – 1200, 
It also stated that joining details would be sent out in advance to all consultees. The Parish Council cannot trace receive any joining instructions for the meeting, even though we are close to the airport.
We understand there were only twelve people present at the meeting and these were mainly from the local gliding clubs and one Parish Councillor from Church Fenton, and that your first consultation was rejected by the CAA, because of lack of consultation with local consultees.
We feel that again the consultation process is inadequate, leaving many unanswered questions, one of which is how the proposals will interact with the Airport being put forward to create a new settlement of 3500 homes. 
 
.

Yours faithfully 
John Passmore
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